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Letters to a Candidate for Holy Orders. 
Letter XI. 
(Continued from p. 234.) 


Dear Sir—I remember when 1! 
thoucht, or rather fancied, as you 
do now—that if I had nothing to do} 
with the world I should be happy ; 
and under this impression, I looked 
forward to a condition in which, 
if not the ‘moss grown cell,’ several! 
other circumstances, no less charac- 
teristic of the hermitage, most fre- 
quently solicited my attention. Ru-' 
ral quiet, the sacred shade, the hum! 
of bees, and silence, nurse of thought,| 
in a state of illusive gravity, amused 
me with the promise of even a re- 
ligious happiness, and left me not 
much more to enjoy in heaven it- 
self. But experience, as wellas the 
nature of things, convinced me that 
retirement from active and social 
life should be indulged only as an 
interval of rest; and that having a- 
vailed ourselves of such an oppor- 
tunity, we should no more think of 
remaining so, than we think of re- 
maining in bed after having taken 
a night’s sleep. 

I know not any one who could 
retire from the world with proprie- 
ty. Admitting that such an ene 
possesses talents which might be 





tirement, the question will still re- 


main, whether it would be the most 
useful disposition of bis time. Prac- 
tical talents are more common than 
speculative, and we are more ur- 
gently called on to serve mankind 
by active than by studious pursuits. 
Onur active service is generally in- 
telligible and certain; our specula- 
tive service is but problematical. 
Active life is more likely to keep 
awake every thing that is sound or 
generous in our disposition, and 
thereby interest us in the common 
good ; but solitude would have the 
contrary effect, and render us no 
less selfish than solitary; so that 
whatever our ability might be, there 
would be a deficiency of motive to 
do good. 

But supposing that you retire 
with a conviction that your useful- 
ness will amount to more in that 
way of life than any other, it is to 
be observed, that it requires peculiar 
qualifications im him who at the 
same time means to consult his own 
happiness. ‘To a man of a restless 


temper it would bea prison—one 
who could study only by fits and 
starts, would often be painfully at a 








employed to good purpose in re- 
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loss, and he who betakes himse]f to 
\his cloister without a library, be- 
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sides a fund of acquired knowledge, 
may try to realize the fable of the 
seven sleepers; for 1 don’t know 
what else could reseue him from the 
consciousness of his folly, or recon- 
cile him to a situation in which he 
found himself so strangely excusec 
from both thinking and acting. It 
must be owned that those who are 
blest with an equable temper, may 
be casy in a state of retirement ; and 
that if their learning and experience 
are such as toemploy their medita- 
tions, and, by the leisurely operation 
of study, produce a seasonable con- 
tribution to the religious or scienti- 
fic instruction of mankind, they may 
at the same time, indulge their incli 

nation and do a great deal of good 
— their talent will have its improve- 
ment; and they will have done what 
was required of them by that an- 
thority to which they must finally 
render an account. In the first 
place, they can forbear the pleasures 
or amuscinents of the world without 
regret, and in the second place, 
they can supply their place with 
con etbing of a less noisy, but per- 
haps, of amore dignified nature. 
They think more as they act less, 
and by a silent progress, are acvan- 
cing to eminence more rapidly than 
those who are continually calling 
upon the world for contributions of 
admiration, on account of what they 
have said or done. 

There is something charming in 
this; and we are ready to honour, 
if not to emulate the man that can 
work such wonders unobserved, and 
rear such a pile of solid reputation 
by the magic of literature: but if 
we fancy that every thing is sponta- 
neous, and that to exert a vigorous 
intellect, a vivid imagination, and a 
true taste, he has nothing to do but 
to shut himself up in his closet, or 
bury himself in a grove, we shall be 





greatly mistaken. A happy retire- 
ment is not an idle one; much less 
can we expect aman to command 
the respect and gratitude of his fel- 
low citizens by the mere circum- 
stance of keeping out of their sight. 
A vacancy of thought is very irk- 
some to a man whose chief business 
is thinking ; and for want of that 
succession of objects, whereby ac- 
tive life is at the same time prompt- 
ed and aroused, he is very liable to 
become spiritless, awkward to him- 
self, and unhappy. Sinking into a 
state of listlessness may be desira- 
ble to a man who has been over 
driven in the course of a laborious 
life ; but to him who makes account 
ied himself as a rational creature, 
and has any relish for mental frui- 
tions, it isa sort of death, a prema- 
ture interment; and he will of course 
soon become tired of an existence 
that is so joyless and insignificant, 

But supposing that his vein of 
thought iden suflers any thing 
like stagnation, and that his library 
is equal to the range of his investi- 
gation, and that he can, not only 
ruminate, but produce something to 
the purpose of his profession or par- 
ticular study, (and while I am sup- 
‘posing, | must suppose also, that he 
‘has no connexions to be maintained 
and provided for by his immediate 
attention) I should think him justi- 
fiable, and as likely to be happy as 
any man whatever. 

But as was observed, he must not 
be idle. Indolence has less to do 
with the happiness of retired life 
than is generally imagined. The 
intellect must often be tasked, slug- 
gish humours must be spurred, and 
labour and rest must take their turns, 
just as they do in active life. In 
this manner a man may live in his 
study, and live to good purpose ; he 
may find a rational, perhaps a reli- 
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gious satisfaction in his labour, and) 
his sleep wil! be as sound as that of 
any other labourer. But to retire! 
with no other plan or purpose than) 
to be retired, is mere idleness, and 
in my opinion, very inauspicious 
either to respectability or happi- 
ness. 

Were [ not satisfied that your no- 
tion of the subject was merely spec- 
ulative, I should go on to remark, 
that however it might become a man 
of advanced age, it would be a most 
inexcusable neglect of duty aod 
waste of talent in your own case. 
No, no; you have something to do 
my young friend; and I look for- 
ward, in your behalf, to the period 
when, with pious satisfaction, you 
will be able to review a life of active 
service, and realizing the humble 
triumph, you will be able to adopt 
the lauguage, of the great apostle, 
‘I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith, and henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of right- 
eousness, Which the Lord, the right- 
eous judge will give me in that day.’ 

Yours, Nc. 
ae 
Questions and Counsel to young Religious 
Inquirers. »By Dr. Green, Presideut of| 


Princeton College. 
(Selected.) 


QUESTIONS. 





1. Have you seen yourself to be, 
by nature and by practice, a lost and’ 
helpless sinner? ine you not only) 
seen the sinfulness of particular acts’ 
of transgression, but also that your. 
heart is the seat and fountain of sin; 
that in you, literally, there isno good 
thing? Has a view of this led you 
to despair of help from vet to 


see that you must be altogether in- 
debted to Christ for salvation, and. 
to the gracious aid of the Holy Spi- 
rit for strength and ability rightly 
‘o perform any duty ? | 
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2. On what has vour hope of ac- 
ceptance with God been tounded ¢ 
‘On your reformation ? on your sor- 
row for your sins ? on your prayers? 
‘on your fears ? on your good works 
and religious observances ? or lias it 
‘been on Christ alone, as your all in 
all? Has Christ ever appeared very 
precious to you? Do you mourn 
that he does not appear more so ¢ 
Have you sometimes felt great free- 
dom to commit your soul to hin’ 
In doing this, (if you have done it) 
has it been not only to be delivered 
from the punishment due to your 
sins, but also from the power, pollu- 
tron, dominion, and existence of sin 
in your soul ? 

3. As far as you know yourself, 
do you hate and desire to be deli- 
vered from all sin, without any ex- 
ception of a favorite lust? Do you 
pray such to be delivered from sin? 
Do you watch against it, and against 
temptation to it? Do you strive a- 
gainst it, and in some good degree 
get the victory over it? Have you 
so repented of it, as to have your 
soul really set against it? 

4. Have you counted the cost of 
following Christ, or of being truly 
religious? that it will cut you off 
from vain amusements, from the in- 
dulgence of your lusts, and froma 
sinful conformity to the world ; that 
it may expose you to ridicule and 
contempt ;—possibly to more seri- 
ous persecution? In the view of 
all these things, are you willing to 
take up the cross and to follow 
Christ whithersoever he shall lead 
you? Is it your solemn purpose, 
in reliance on his grace and aid, to 
cleave to him, and to his cause and 
people to the end of life ? 

5. Do you love holiness ? Do you 
love a Holy God, and because he is 
holy? Do you earnestly desire 





to be more and more conformed to 
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God, and to his holy law ?—to bear 
more and more the likeness of your 
Redeemer? Do you seek, and some- 
times find, communion ‘with your 
God and Saviour? 

6. Are you resolved, in God's 
strength, to endeavour conscien- 
tiously to perform your whole duty 
to God, to your neighbour, and to 
yourself? Do you perform common 
and relative duties conscientiously ,as 
a part of the duty which you owe to 
God? 

7. Do you make conscience of 
secret prayer, daily? Do you not 
sometimes feel a backwardness to) 
this duty? Do you at other times 
feel a great delight in it? 
you a set time, and plece, and order, 
of exercises for performing this du- 
ty? 

8. Do vou daily read a portion||™ 
of the holy Scriptures, in a devout 
manner? Do you love to read the 
bible? Do you ever perceive a 
sweetness in the truths of holy Scrip- 
ture? Do you find them adapted 
to your necessities, and see at times 
a wonderful beauty, excellence, and 
glory in God’s word? Do you 

make it the man of your counsel, 
and endeavour to have both your 
heart and Life conformed to its doc- 
trines and requisitions ? 

9. Have you ever attempted to 
covenant with God? To give your- 
self away to him, solemnly and ir- 
revocably, hoping for acceptance 
through Christ alone ; and taking 
God, in Christ, as the covenant 
God, and satis fying portion of your 
soul ? 

10. Does the glory of God ever 
appear to you as the first, greatest, 
and best of all objects ? Do you de- 
sire to promote the glory of God, 
as the chief object of life? 

11. Do you feel a love to mankind 
—such as you did not feel before 
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you became religious ?—Have you 
a great desire that the souls of men 
should be saved, by being brought 
to a genuine faith and trust in the 
Redeemer? Do you love God’s 
people with a peculiar attachment, 
because they bear their Saviour’s 
image: and because they love and 
pursue the objects, and delight in 
the exercises, which are most plea- 
sing and delightful to yourself? Do 
you, from your heart, forgive all 
your personal] enemies ; and refuse 
to cherish or entertain | senti- 
ments of hatred or revenge ? If you 


|have injured any person, have you 


made reparation; or are you will- 


Havejing and ready to make it? 


12, Do you feel it to be very im- 
portant to adorn religion by a holy, 
exemplary, amiable, “and blameless 

walk and conversation? Do you 
fear to bring a reproach on the 
cause of Christ? Does this a ppear 
to you extremely dreadful? Are 
you afraid of backsliding, and of 
being left to return to a state of 
carelessness and indiflerence in re- 
ligion ? 

13. Do you desire and endeavour 
to grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of Christ your Saviour, more 
and more? Are you willing to sit 
at his feet as a little child, and to 
submit your reason and understand- 
ing wnplicitly to his teaching: im- 
ploring his Spirit to guide you into 
all necessary truth, to save you from 
all fatal errors, to enable you to re- 
ceive the truth in the love of it, and 
to transform you, more and more, 
into a likeness of himself? 

COUNSEL. 

1. Remember that these questions 
are intended to point your attention 
to subjects of inquiry the most im- 
portant. Do not, therefore, content 
yourself with a careless or cursory 





reading of them. Read and deli- 
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berate, and examine yourself closely 
on the questions under each head ; 
and let your heart be lifted up to 
God, while you are considering 
each particular question, in earnest 
desires that he may show you the 
very truth. You cannot ordinarily 
go over all these questions at one 
time. Divide them, therefore, and 
take one part at one time, and ano- 
ther at another. But try to go over 
the whole in the course of a week ; 
and do this every week, for some 
months. When you find yourself 
doubtful or deficient, in any point. 
let it not discourage you ; but note 
down that point in writing, and bend 
the attention of your mind to it, 
and labour and pray till you have 
made the attainment which will ena- 
ble yon to answer clearly. — Itis be- 
lieved that you cannot fail to see 
how each question ought to be an- 
swered. 

2. Remember that secret prayer, 
reading the word of God, watchful- 
ness, and self-evamination, are the 
great means of preserving comfort) 
in religion, and of growing in, 
grace. In proportion as you are 
exact and faithful in these, such u- 
sually, will be your inward peace,’ 
and the safety of your state. Unite 
them all together, aud never cease 
to practise them while you live. 
Think ofien of the character of E- 
noch, and try to walk with God. 
Read Mason’s little book on Self- 
Knowledge—I recommend it as ex- 
cellent. 

3. Besides the Bible, have con- 
stantly in reading, at your leisure 
hours, the works of some author of 
known piety and excellence ; such 
as Owen’s, Baxter’s Saints’ Rest, 
patie Rise and Progress,| 

atts’s, Witherspoon’s, Newton’s,, 
Scott’s, Venn’s, &c. &c. | 
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4. Do not suppose that any evi- 
dence which at present you may 
think you possess of a gracious 
state, will release you from the ne- 
cessity of maintaining a constant 
vigilance in time to come ; nor trom 
repeated examinations and trials of 
vourself even to the end of life. 
Many marks and evidences of a cra- 
cious state are set down by pious 
writers ; but they must all come to 
this—to ascertain what is your pre- 
valent temper and character ; whe- 
ther, on the whole, you are inerea- 
sing in sanctification, or not. It 
you are, vou may be comforted ; ii 
not, you have cause to be alarmed. 
‘It is only he that endureth to the 
end that shall be saved. 

5. I think it of very great impor- 
‘tance to warn you not to imagine 
that true religion is confined to the 
closet or to the church ; even though 
you apprehend that you have great 
naga and freedom there. F'ree- 
dom and comfort there, are indeed 
most desirable; but true religion 
reaches to every thing ; it alters and 
sweetens the temper; itimproves the 
manners; it goes into every duty, 
relation, station, and situation of 
life. If you have tiue religion, you 
will have a better spirit—you will 
be better sons, better daughters, bet- 
ter friends, better members of socie 

ty, and more exemplary in the dis- 
charge of every duty; as the sure 
consequence of this invaluable pos- 
session. And if your religion docs 
not produce these effects, although: 
you may talk of inward comforts, 
and even of raptures, youhave great 
reason to fear that the whole is a 
delusion, and that the root of the 
matter is not in you. ‘ Herein 
(said the Saviour) is my Father glo- 
rified, that ye bear much fruit; so 





shall ye be my disciples.’ 
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6. Be careful to avoid a gloomy, 
and to cherish a cheerful ten.per. 
Be habitually cheerful; but avoid 
levity. Mirth and laughter are not 
always sinful; but let your indul- 
gence in them be clearly invocent, 
not very frequent, and never of long 
continuance. Be very humble. Be 
not talkative. Before experienced 
Christians, be a heaver rather than 
atalker. ‘Try in every way, how- 
ever, to promote religion among 


by your amiable temper and exem- 
plary deportment. ‘Flee youthful 
lusts.’ Shun ev ery excitement to 
them. Guard against dissipation 
—it extinguishes piety. Be not dis- 
jconcerted by ridicule and reproach; 

your Saviour bore much of these for 
you. Think of this, and be asha- 
med of nothing so much as of being 
ashamed of him. ‘Trust in his pro- 
tection—live to his praise—and you 
will spend an eternity in his blissful 











your relatives and friends: win them 


presence. 


MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT. 


The utility of disseminating the Book of 
Common Prayer. An extract, 
“Why is it that so important an 
instrument of good does not ¢om- 
mand the willing support of all in 
the Episcopal communion, who wish!) 
rosperity to the Redeemer’s cause £ 
Do they consider this object suffi-} 
ciently promoted by the dissemina- 
tion of the Bible? This is certainly 
the most important and efficient me- 
thod, but does not, on that account, 
supersede the necessity and utility) 
of subordinate methods. Indeed it 
is a matter of doubt whether the 
Scriptures were desigued to have 
their full effect without the aid of! 
human instrumentality, according} 
to the doctrine of the Apostles, 
* How shall they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard? and 
how shall they hear withouta preach-|| 
er’? If, thea, the Gospel does not 
disdain, yea requires the aid of hu- 
man co-operation, shall we consi-|! 
der any subsidiary useless, especial- 
ly one whose value may be so clearly) 
exhibited as that under review? 
“The Prayer Book has been 
beautifully and justly styled ‘The 
Daughter of the bible. ~ In our es- 
timation it certainly contains the 


truth which the bible reveals, and 
the most correct and interesting pro- 
visions for that worship which the 
bible enjoins. 
| “As containing a system of sound 
christian theology, the Book of 
Common Prayer claims our highest 
veneration and regard. ‘The bible 
admits of various and conflicting 
opinions, according to the different 
rules of explanation established by 
different men. Tosincereand candid 
‘men it is true, that it speaks but one 
language on all the ports necessary 
to salvation. But even these find 
their minds assisted by a plain and 
comprehensive digest, setting forth 
the truths and precepts of the sacred 
volume in lucid order, and perspic- 
uous simplicity. The Prayer Book 
‘forming such a compendium, and at 
the same time a depository of sound 
pomeen truth, furnishes at once 
the best possible help of human in- 
firmity, and the most effectual safe- 
guard and bulwark of that precious 
‘faith once delivered to the saints,’ 
land essential to human salvation 
through all the periods of time. It 
has been the doom of the church in 
all ages to be assailed by the proud 
and “daring waves of heterodoxy, 








purest exhibition of that evangelical 


nor has our own age escaped the 
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dreadful scourge; and we have seen| 
many fair and flourishing sections 
of the vineyard total! y desolated, and 
corrupted by the miost neraictous! 
and beguiling errors. They acer | 
to have fallen, through the want of 

a public Liturgy. Had they pos- 
sessed such a summary of christian 
doctrine, held up to their view every 
sabbath in all its symmetry of form 
and loveliness of aspect, would it, 
not have presented such an obstacle 
to te poisonous insinuations of 
their seducers as might have defeat- 
ed all their malignant arts? Surely) 
it must be a difficult work to disse-' 
minate pernicious doctrines from, 
the pulpit, where the desk is the! 
unavoidable source of pure and) 
evangelical truth. That error must 
wear indeed a most seducing form, | 
and be most artfully decorated with, 
the stolen tints of virtue, which can! 
elude the piercing scrutiny of those; 
whose minds are furnished with the! 
accurate and wel! defined principles 


of an orthodox Liturgy. elieving | 
| 





the Liturgy of the church to possess 
all these advantages, we doubt not 
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that it is, next to the bible, the 
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How efiectnally is the divine spirit 
of the inspired volume transfused 
into all its parts! ** Extracts fiom 
the bible, in the form of Gospels, 
Epistles and Psalter, constitute the 
rreater part of the service; and 
throughout all the prayers aud col- 
lects, the spirit of the divine word 
breathes and glows and animates 
the whole. What can be more holy, 
chaste and spiritual than its devo- 
tional services? What more meek 
and humble than its penitential con- 
fession! What more fervent and 
comprehensive than its acts of in- 
tercession! What more full, ardent 
and seraphic, than its adorations 
and thanksgivings! What multi- 
tudes have felt their hearts warmed 
with the purest flame and experien 

ced the sublime delights of spiritual 
communion, in the use ot those 
prayers and praises, in which saint: 
and inartyrs ofevery age have pourea 
forth their devotions to the Lord °* 
And we know not in how mans 
thousands of instances the use oi 
them has cheered the desolation ot 
the prison and smoothed the bed of 
death.” Such are the excellencies 


standard around which many sol- of the Liturgy as a formulary oi 
diers of the cross, who now disre-''devotion, and for such excellencies 
gard it, will one day rally, as the we highly esteem and love it. Nor 


ark in which the truth, as it is in 
Jesus, will be preserved to the end 
of time, and as the palladium which, | 
as long as it is retained, will enable 
the church to defy the powers of 
earth and the gates of hell. 

“The Book of Common Prayer is 
also entitled to our veneration, as} 
an unrivaled formulary of devotion. 
Was it possible for a service to be 








are we solitary admirers of thir 
beauteous system. It is gratifying 
to observe the admiration with whicl, 
those have regarded it who may be 
supposed least prejudiced in its fa 
vour. Among these, we were pecu- 


diarly struck with the remarks of 


R. Hall, a celebrated minister of 
the Baptist society, who, in allusion 
to the Liturgy, says, “Though a 


Protestant Dissenter, I cannot be 
insensible of its merits. I believe 
that the evangelical purity of its 





framed more admirably calculated 
for public worship than the Liturgy 
of the church? hat an astonish- 





ing combination of exquisite beau-!sentiments, the chastised fervour of 
ties does it presenito the eye of the} its devotions, and the majestic sim- 
mious and intelligent observer ?—j plicity of its language, have com. 
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bined to place it in the very first 
rank of uninspire 1 compositions.” 
Dr. Adam Clark, a distincuished 
scholar and divine of the Methodist 
society in England, bears a testi- 
monv to the value of the Prayer 
Book equally flattering. “It 1s,” 
says he, ‘almost universally es- 
teemed by the devout and pious of 
every denomination, and is the 
createst effort of the Reformation, 
next to the translation of the Scrip- 
tures into the English language,—a 
work which all who are acquainted 
with it, deem superior to every thing 
of the kind produced either by an- 
cient or modern times ; and several 
of the prayers and services in which, 





War.-+-Letier of Condolence MAY 


one of your intelligent and pioud 
correspondents, who shall have 
framed his opinion after a faithful 
investigation ofthe subject, on serip- 
tural principles—together with a 
brief statement of the grounds on 
which his decision is taken. I wilt 
venture to say that there are few 
practical subjects about which a 
deeper or more general interest is 
beginning to prevail, and few which 
seem more justly to authorise it, 
than the one which has drawn forth 
these inquiries. 


' A PROFESSOR OF CHRISTIANITY, 
——— 

Letter to from on the death of —, 
dated Feb. 23, 1750. (Extracted from a 
late London publication.) 


“ To the shame of our selfishness 








were in use from the first ages of 
christianity, and many of the best 


of them before the name of Pope} 


ibe it spoken, how loath are we to 
make an exchange of a friend on 








or Popery was known on the earth.” 
—— 


To the Editors of the Repertory. 

Gentlemen ; 

My attention has lately been 
drawn to some publications on the 
subject of war; particularly to a se- 
ries of letters addressed to Caleb 
Strong, esq., late governor of Mas- 
sachusetts, shewing war to be in- 
consistent with the laws of Christ, 
and the good of mankind. 

This latter production, if T un- 
derstand it, undertakes to inculcate 
the unlawfulness, as respects the 
christian, of offering resistance, un- 
der any circumstances. Now, gen- 
‘lemen, the question of duty arising 
out of this subject must admit of a 
positive answer. Eitherwar is a law- 
tal, or an unlawful calling; and 
christians ought to govern them- 
selves accordingly. But I am ut- 
ierly unable to bring my mind to 
any satisfactory descision on the 
point. Permit me then, gentlemen, 
to solicit, through the medium o 


earth, for one in Heaven! <A great 
man is fallen: when we mourn, we 
must not murmur. It becomes us 
rather to adore God for making him 
'so great, and continuing him so 
long capable of performing so many 
‘acceptable and honourable services 
to the church of God. As our world 
loses by the death of eminent saints, 
the other gains by it. They fallin 
our world to rise more illustrious 
there. Could we trace them exult- 
ing before the throne of God and 
the Lamb, triumphing in our bless- 
ed Redeemer, in immortal youth and 
vigour, freed from all disorders of 
mind and body whatever ; could we 
discover how bright they shine, how 
ardently they love, how humbly they 
adore ; and could we hear the melo- 
dy of their songs; it would soon 
make us weary of this sinning, vain 
world, and adopt these words in an 
allowable sense, ‘Let us also go, 
that we may die with them.’ 

* You may easily, dear Sir, ima~ 
gine how this loss affects me, and 








your pages, the sentiments of some 


that in avery tender part. An able 
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and judicious—an affectionate and 
constant friend, for upwards of thir-, 
ty-five years. My two dearest 
friends on earth, before me in every 
thing good and valuable, have like- 
wise got to Heaven before me, and 
left to poor me the sinning, sighing 
part, while they are joined to the 
spirits made perfect in knowledge, 
holiness, and joy. However well 
pleased our Lord and the saints are 
tnone another, upon the change, 
that death makes, it is not easy to 
make us pleased too, and cordially 
wish them joy of their new dignity 
and elevation. Their sentiments 
are different. Their affections are 
raiscd and ennobled; and as well, 
as they loved us, they would not 
come back to us fora thousand 
worlds. Upon their entrance into| 
heaven, we may suppose ‘heir first), 
wish is, Oh that I had been sooner 
here! and their next wish is, for 
our being with them as soon as may 
be. ‘Thesaints are Christ’s friends, 
as well as ours, and we must allow 
him his blessed will, John xvii. 24, 
to have his friends about him, in pre- 
ference to ours, who have had them 
so long; and it may be, before’ 
Christ has had them so long with| 
him, as some of us have had them: 
here below, we shall be with them 
again, and Christ, and they, and 
we shall be all together. Oh what 
a happy meeting! They and we 
freed of all natural and sinful infir-| 
mities! There the communion of 
saints is in perfection, and this bless- 
ed society shall never break up or 
separate. No parting salutation 
there! the word farewell is no part 
of the heavenly language. 





| 








Anecdote of the late Rev. John Newton 297 


earth to Heaven, from these short- 
lived and uncertain supports to the 
jever-living God; and as our eve is 
‘directed to and fixed upon him, we 
shall be composed and comforted 
‘even when Providence has set us 
down among the tombs. We are 
called to mourn, but not as withont 
‘hope: not as if Christ’s interest 
\were to sink and die with them. Nq@ 
His stability depends not on any 
mortal, but upon him that. said, ‘Tl 
am he that liveth and was dead, and 
behold I am alive for evermore.’ 
Christians die, and ministers die; 
but the word of the Lord dieth not, 
butliveth for ever. [tis good news, 
that, though the earthen vessel is 
‘broken, the heavenly treasure is not 
lost and buried in the grave. Ob 
to be taught of God, to look up to 
him, who has the seven spirits of 
Giod, to supply all our wants, and 
to heal the wide breaches that are 
made from time to time! The weak- 
er the poor instruments are that are 





lett, the excellency of the power will 


be more of God.” 
a 
(From the Christian Instructor.’ 


Anecdote of the late Rev. John Newton. 


Two or three years before the 
death of this eminent servant of 
Christ, when his sight was become 
so dim, that he was no longer able 
to read, an aged friend and brother 
in the ministry, now living, called 
on hit to breakfast. Family prayer 
succeeding, the portion of scripture 
for the day was read to him. It was 
taken out of Bogatsky’s Golden 
Treasury: ‘ By the grace of God, 
Lam whatI am.’ It was the pious 
man’s custom on these occasions, to 








** Now, my dear friend, when our 
Lord takes away vur gracious, emi- 
nently useful friends and public 
blessings, we must learn to translate 


our aflection and dependence from 
Vol. Ilv..No. X. 





wake a short familiar exposition of 

the passage read. After the read- 

ing of this text, he paused for some 

moments, and then uttered the fol- 

lowing affecting soliloquy :-—“I am 
«38 
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not what I ovght to be! Ah! how 
imperfect and deficient!—I am not 
what I wish to be: I‘ abhor what is 
evil,’ and I would ‘cleave to what 
is zood!’—I am not what I hope to 
be!—Soon, soon, I shall put off 
mortality : and with mortality, all 
sin andimpertection! Yet, though 
I am not what I ought to be, nor 
what I wish to be, nor what I hope 
to be, Lean truly say, I am not what 
I once was—a slave to sin and Sa- 
tan; and I can heartily join with 
the Apostle, and acknowledge ; By 
the grace of God, Tam what Iam! 


9 


Let us pray ! 


Review - -- Conversations ov Infant Baptism, 4-c. 


sionaries of the Society. The cler- 


| cyman, surprised that she should 








offer him so large asum, said to her, 
“You are a poor blind girl, you 
cannot aflord to give thirty shillings 
to the Society.” “I am indeed, 
/Sir,” said she, “ as you may see, a 
blind girl; but not so poor, perhaps, 
as you may suppose me to be; and 
I think I can prove to you, that [ 
can better afford to give these thirty 
shillings, than those girls can who 
have eyes.” ‘The clergyman was, 
of course, very much struck with 
her answer, and said, “I shall be 
glad to know how you make that 
out.” “ Sir,” she answered, “I am 


The Blind Gil. | a basket-maker ; and being blind, I 


(The occurrence related in the following ex- 
tract from the London Missionary Regis- 
ter, was related by a gentleman attending 


| 
| 


jas in the light. 


car make baskets as well] in the dark 
Now I am sure, 


the last anniversary ot the Bath [England], Sir, in the last dark winter, it most 


Church Missionary Association ; and drew 
from Mr. Wilberforce, who was present, a 


plea, marked with uncommon eloquence. 
and force, in favour of encouraging the) 


contributions of the peor and labouring 
classes to Missionary cbjects, as cne of 
their most valuable privileges. ] 


. 
jhave cost those girls that have eyes 


more than thirty shillings to buy 
candles to see to make baskets ; and 








so I think I have proved that I can 


‘aflord this money, and now I hope 


A blind girl brought to a clergy-| that you will take it all for the Mis- 
man thirty shillings, for the Mis- ‘sionaries.” 


REVIEWS. 


Conversations on Infant Baptism ; and some 
popular objections against the church of 
the United Kingdom (of England and Ire- 
land.) By Charles Jerram, A. M. Vicar of 
Cobham, Surry. London. Re-published 
by R. P. & C. Williams, Boston, pp. 199. 
12me. (Concluded from p. 246.) 


In the preceding articles under 
this head, has been given an epitome 
of the conversations relative to the 
‘Popular Objections,’ to which the 
title of this little work refers. The 


doctrine of infant baptism very pro- 
perly constitutes the leading subject 
of the volume. Unwilling to bring 
the divided attention of our readers 
to the examination of the weighty 
questions which arise out of the de- 


ibody of Protestant christians, we 
have deferred the consideration of 
the subject to this concluding paper; 
using the liberty of reversing, in the 
orcer of our remarks, the author’s 
arrangement. 

We shall resume the method pur- 
sued in the preceding analysis,— 
giving a brief abstract of the more 
general arguments, and quoting 
from the work such passages as em- 
body in a concentrated light, the 
more prominent and interesting fea- 
tures of the subject. 

The introductory pages will fur- 
nish a better specimen than has yet 
been given of the structure of the 








nial of this doctrine, by a particular 








idialogue,and ofour author’s manner. 
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MINISTER. anf 

“Whilst [ give vou credit for acting on prin- 
-iple in withdrawing yourself frem our com- 
munion, Leonfess t have felt a little surpri- 
sed, that, whatever might be the cause of it, 
you did not, with your accustomed frankness | 
and candour, lay it before me. | trust you, 
have knowa me too long and too well, to, 
doubt of my readiuess to give you the best} 
advice in my power, om all subjects which | 
may perplex and harrass your mind; and 
though I am far from wishing to ‘ lord it over 
God's heritage,’ or to impose my sentiments 
on any individual, yet it certainly did ap- 
pear to me, as almost due to the character I 
have hitherto sustaised as your appointed | 
minister, that you should not leave the) 
church, without first stating your difficulties, } 
and candidly heariag what might be advan- 
ced to remove them. 

PARISHIONER. 

“T will not attempt to justify the manner in 
which | bave acted. On the contrary, | am 
ready to acknowledge that | have undergone 
rouch self-reproach for not having summoned 
suflfieient resolution to consult you, when my 
mind first began to waver and doubt re- 
specting some of my former opinions; par- 
ticularlyas I had always found you ready to 
attend to any question or difficulty | had to 
propose to you. But you are too well ac- 
quainted with human nature to be greatly 
surprised that I should feel a reluctance to lay 
before you sentiments, which were in direct 
opposition to your owa ; aud which, if they 
could not be shewn to be erroneous, must ne- 
cessarily lead to a total separation from 
your church and ministry. 1 must however 
apprise you, thatl have not proceeded quite 
sofar as you seem to imagine. I have not 
yet withdrawn from your community, by 
joining that of the Baptist Dissenters : though 
I have lately attended their place of worship, 
with the view of becoming better acquainted 
with their peculiarities, and the nature both 
of their doctrines and religious discipline. 
I must, at the same time, frankly avow that 
the views | have Jately had ef the points of 
difference between you and the Baptists, and 
especially of that most important article of 
baptizing infants, seem likely to end in an 
event which would not be less painful to my 
own feelings, than those of my Christian 
friends; but to which I seem irresistibly ur- 
ged by a conscientious regard to truth, and 
the authority of the Holy Scriptures. 

MINISTER. 

“It seems, then, that your difficulties begin 
with the institution by which we are consti- 
tuted members of the Christian church. 





PARISHIONER. 

“This is the first and greatest difficulty. It 
appears to me that the Church of England 
has no scriptural authority either for its cus- 
tom of baptizing infants, or its mode of ad- 





MINISTER 
“What has led you to form this conclusion? 
PARISHIONER 
“The arguments which | have lately heard 
both from the pulpit and the private conver- 
sation of my Baptist friends in this place 
and they appear to mé¢ so conclusive and 
self-evident, that I have scarcely a single 
word to say in answer to them); and of 
course, they have brought my mind into the 
greatest perplexity. 
MINISTER 
“One probable cause of your perplexity is, 
that, ull you heard your opinions respecting 
baptism called in question, you had not for- 
tified your mind by the best arguments in 
support of them; for, till the attack was 
made, you saw no necessity for putting your 
self in the posture of defence ; and, of course 
found yourself aimost overpowered, before 
you had time to look around you for your 
weapons ; and the whole defence, probably, 
was made in so much disorder, that your 
antagonist gained at the first onset a most 
decided advantage over you; and impressed 








Ministering the rite 


your mind with such an opinion of his supe- 

rior prowess, that you have hardly yet been 

able to recover from the surprise, and resume 

sufficieut courage to renew the contest. 
PARISHIONER, 

“This, Sir, I must acknowledge is a tolera» 
bly correct statement ofthe fact. I certainly 
was not so well prepared as I ought to bave 
been for a defence ; for, having been brought 
up in the idea, that infant baptism was the 
practice ofthe Christian church in all ages, 
ever since the time of Jesus Christ and his 
apostles, | had never taken any particular 
pains to examine this question, and was 
thrown into much confusion, when U beard 
the powerful arguments by which that prac- 
tice was assailed. But 1 must also intorm 
you, that, though I have had much time to 
reflect on the arguments adduced against in- 
fant baptism, as well as the mode of adminis- 
tering it, | have never yet been able to an- 
swer them; and they remaia, with all their 
weight, upon my mind, excepting so far as 
that] know some of the wisest and best of 
men entertain different opinions; and { am 
persuaded that they have too much piety 
and honesty to persevere in their practi¢e 
and opinions, if they did not think them- 
selves able to repel the main arguments 
which are brought against them. This, i 
own, @ little staggers me; and, therefore, 1 
think it possible, that they may be in posses- 
sion of much better reasons than | am, to re- 
but the objections which have so greatly 
shaken my tormer opinions.” 


The first part of this extract de- 
scribes a case of frequent occur- 
rence, which, without prejudging 
the question at issue, is very justly 
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accounted for: the last exhibits an 
instance of candour and discretion, 
which it is to be lamented, is seldom 
exemplified in the original of the 
representation. We are likewise 
furnished with an apology for offer- 
ing this epitome of the arguments 
in favour of infant baptism, to the 
particular notice of such of our lay 
brethren as may not yet have had 
this part of their faith subjected to 
a direct attack. Undermine the 
doctrine of infant baptism, and you 
demolish the entire system of reli- 
gious education prescribed by our 
church, and consecrated by nearly 
the unanimous consent of the ehiris- 
tian world. And you provide no 








substitute. For no effectual, or con-}, 


sistent plan of christian education 
has ever yet been discovered in the 
scriptures, or invented by any de- 
nomination of christians, except 
that which recognises the validity, 
and is grounded on the practice, of} 
infant baptism. If this bea chris- 
tian duty, the neglect of it bars the 
avenue of the church against more 
than one half of the christian world, 
who have a right to enter it; and 
consigns them to the precarious 
chance of admission by some indi- 
rect and perilous way; subject to 
the dreadful alternative of relin- 
quishing forever the pursuit of sal- 
vation, through disgust or despair. 
The subject is altogether of too se- 
rious anature to justify that acrimo- 
nious, and contentious levity which 
too often mingles in the discussion of 
it. In this little treatise it has been 
our h»ppiness to discover clearness 
and solidity, without the parade of 
reasoning; and singular candour and 
modesty, united with becoming se- 
riousness, and a just veneration for 
the trath. 

We are met at the threshold of! 
our inquiries, with a novel demand 
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MAY, 


on the part of the opposers of infant 
baptism, in relation to the kind of 
proof which alone, they admit to be 
‘conclusive on this subject. No evi- 
dence obtained by induction or in- 
ference, even from the plainest pas- 
sages of scripture, is deemed authen- 
tic. They require us to produce, 
in vindieation of the duty, either a 
direct injunction of the scriptures, 
lor a plain apostolic example. This 
demand, to adopt their own lJan- 
guage, is grounded on tke conside- 
ratiou, that 

| Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are in- 
‘stitutions @f an extraordinary nature, and 
that every thing relating to them, which has 
the force of obligation upon us, must be 


shown either to be commanded or practised 
‘by Christ or his Apostles; for, as we could 





jnever have known that these ordinances are 
|proper in themselves, or acceptable to God, 
‘unless they had either been enjoined or prac- 
tised ; so whatever is connected with them, 
both as it regards the subject or the mode, 
must receive the same sanction; and to de- 
part in the least respect from the manner in 
which they were originally practised, appears 
to me to change the whole nature of the in- 
stitution, and to convert anordinance of God 
into the mere “ will worship’ of man.” 

The first inquiry which suggests 
itself, is, whether those who would 
restrict us to so narrow limits, in 
the selection of proofs, adhere, in 
their own practice, to the principle 
which they would impose upon us. 
In the administration of the Lord’s 
Supper, our Baptist friends certain- 
ly depart from the original example 
furnished at the institution of that 
Sacrament, in a variety of particu- 
lars. 

They celebrate the communion, 
indifferently, in the morning and 
evening: but the “ee was first 
instituted at night. ‘They use com- 
mon bread in the ordinance : in the 
first supper, unleavened bread was 
eaten. They satisfy themselves 
with the use of a single piece of 
bread, and a very smal] quantity of 











wine: but the primitive supper was 
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a full meal. And, whatis a still|/ourselves to direct precept and 
more material deviation, they admit plain example, for authority in 
females to the ordinance ; and havel this, or any other duty, would 
for the practice, neither a direct be to prescribe to the Holy Spi- 
command, nor a recorded example||rit the Way in which alone, it 
of scripture. If they say that the! would be suitable for him to reveal 
scriptureis silenton some of these) his will to vs. lhe author concln- 
circumstantials, and that others can-| sively determines, either that the op- 
not be essential to the sacrament, and|/posers of infant baptism must disal- 
are, therefore, very properly subject||low many of their own practices, in 
to the discretionary arrangement of) relation to the sacraments, and must, 
the church, we adimit the reply to be! in particular, exclude females from 
satisfactory, but complain of their}}a participation in the Lord’s Sup- 
want of consistency in resorting to|,per, or admit the authority of plain 
a species of evidence which they for-, inference from the Scripture, to be 
bid us to employ ina parallel case. || qual to that of its positive declara- 





This last mentioned instance of the|/tions. 


deviation of our opponents from! 
their own rule, is so directly in 
point, that our author thus pursues 
it to its consequences. 

MINISTER 


‘Vou assert, that we ought not to baptize 
infants, because we have no iastance of the 


| 
| 





practice in the Apostles’ (mes, nor any di- 

rection for that purpose. Can you produce 

any example or any precept from the New! 

Testament, to authorise the practice of fe-| 

males receiving the Lord's Supper ? 
PARISHIONER. 

“Certainly not; but we are expressly told 
that women were baptized; and it is rea- 
sonable to conclude that they were also par-| 
takers of the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper.' 

MINISTER. 

‘True ; but you refuse us the privilege of 
drawing anv conclusion from the reasonable- 
ness of the thing, and limit us to the precept! 
or example ; we call therefore for the same| 
authority for the practice of admitting wo-| 
men to the Lord’s Supper. 

PARISHIONER. 

“But it is expressly said, that “ there is’ 

neither male nor female, for ve are all one! 


in Christ Jesus :’ from which it is fair to in-| 
fer that woinen also partook of this ordi- 
nance. 

MINISTER. 

“The inference, | think, is unavoidable ;' 
and if you will allow us to draw our inferen-. 
ees, we think we can as clearly prove that! 
infants have a right to baptism.” 


That explicit form of authority’ 
which we are so often called upon to 
produce, for our practice, is thus 
shewn to be unnecessary; and to limit, 





The principal objection to the 
practice of baptising infants, is thus 
stated : 


‘« Believers alone are the proper subjects of 
baptisin, because faith is expressly mention- 
ed as the prerequisite of baptism: , and the 
fact confirms the doctrine, as we find none 
but adult believers were baptiaed ” 

This conclasion derives its sole 
support from the declaration of our 
Saviour, ‘He that believeth and is 


baptized, shall be saved ’—together 


with the injunction in the apostolic 
commission, * Go, teach all nations, 
baptising them,’ &c. 

In regard to the impropriety of 
baptising any adult persons except 
those who believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, we are reminded that there 
is no difference of opinion between 
the church, and the opposers of in- 
fant baptism. Both are agreed that 


Jall who are capable of faith, can 


rightfully receive baptism on no 
other condition. ‘The inquiry is 
wholly restricted to those who are 
incapable of a profession of faith. 
Is baptism to be denied to them? 


|And on what grounds ? 


‘I'wo reasons are oflered. The first, 
is the express qualification of our 





Lord, ‘He that believeth, and is 


‘baptized, shall be saved :’ and sec- 
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ondly, the fact is stated to corres-{ 
pond with this implied probibition~-| 
‘no instance of infant baptism being’ 
recorded in Scripture.” 

The argument derived from the| 
passage is first considered. It is’ 
evident that our Saviour’s declara- 
tion either has respect to those who 
are capable of believing only :—or 
to all, indifferently, whether capa- 
ble of faith, or not. If it is appli- 
cable to all, without exception, then 
infants indeed may be retused bap- 
tism, but they must universally be 
denied salvation, likewise. For in- 
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MAY, 


the nature of the ceremony, it ap. 
pears to have been fully understood; 
tor the character of the administra- 
tor, and the special design of his 
‘ministry, appear to have been the 
sole objects of inquiry. The con- 
clusion is corroborated by the well 
known circumstance, that ablutions 
were in daily use among the Jews, 
as the means of ceremonial purifica- 
tion. They were applied to uten- 
sils sacred, and common; to the 
hands, the head, and on some occa- 
sions, to the wholebody. So much 
appears on the face of both the Old 








a a — ie 


and New ‘Testaments. We have 
the authority of many of the most 
accredited Jewish writers for the 
fact, that it was customary, when 
proselytes were made from other na- 
tions, for them to be circumcised, 


fants cannot believe ; and the decla- 
tion is express, ‘ He that believeth 
not shall be damned.’ But who 
will not revolt from this conclusion? 
Our baptist friends then must con- 
cede that the passage relates exclu- 
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sively, to adults. But the qualifi-| 
cation of adults, is not a subject of 
controversy. Both are agreed that 
without faith they ought not to be 
baptized, and cannot be saved. No- 
thing then can beinferred from this, 
und similar passages, which reiates 
to the point in question. It does 
not follow that the want of faith in 
infants, is a disqualification. ‘Their 
right to baptism must be disproved 
on different grounds. 








to be baptised, and to offer an ob- 
lation. When Gentile parents were 
thus admitted to the Jewish church, 


jtheir male children, participating 


with them, in the rite of circumcis- 
ion, can hardly have been excepted 
from the purifying rite of baptism. 
But on this point we are not left to 
mere conjecture. “ The same wri- 
ters who inform us of the manner of 
introducing proselytes into the Jew- 
ish church, tell us expressly, that 





The second objection, ‘hat no wm- 
stance of the baptism of infants ts re- 
rorded in the Scriptures, has furnish- 
ed an occasion of reference to a his-, 
torical fact of great use in ascertain- 
hug the practice of the apostles. Bap-) 
‘tsm is maintamed to have been a 
eommon rite of the Jewish church, 
under the former dispensation. The 
general nature of the Institution 
seems to havebeen wel understood, 
when John commenced his minis- 
try. dis baptism excited none of; 
‘hose inquiries, and required none! 
of those explanations. which a novel! 





the infants were baptized.” The 
details of the argument furnished by 
this fact, in favour of infant bap- 
tism, we have not room to trace— 
the conclusion stands as follows: 





MINISTER. 

‘Tf, therefore, infants had always been ad- 
mitted to baptism, we must conclude that it 
was intended they should still enjey that pri- 
vilege, unless their case were particularly 
excepted. It rests, then, with our opponents 
to bring forward the precept which forbids 
us to baptize infants. Sothat it appears, af- 
ter all that has been said against the custom 
of our church in this respect, on the ground 
that we have po command for it in the New 
Testament, that our objectors are the per- 
sons who should produce their interdictory 





sie must have oceasioned. As to’ 


precept; and that till they do so, we are 
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bound to adhere to the universally received 
practice.” p. 29 


It has become, unhappily, but! 
too customary to degrade the Old. 


Testament dispensation to a system, 


of carnal observances, entirely dis- 


tinct from the New, and having re-|jenjoy its privileges, 
spect in its promises, and institu-) they 


rather to temporal than spi- 
This error can be! 


tions, 
ritual things. 


easily shown to be pregnant with. 


ns on Intant Baptism, &e QOS 


{lfil, as those of repentance and faith, which 
| regres requires? So that, in all respects, 
ithe duties and privileges of the two ordinan 
ces run parallel with each other » and the 
hee same argument that attempts to show, 
vat children should be excladed from bap- 
iitism, on the ground of ine: aprcity 
its obligations 


to perform 
or a detect in qualification to 
would also prove that 
ought never to have been circumcised 
once received 


those whe 


f, therefore, childcen were 
} into the church, it remains for 
pwould aow exclude them, to pry 

authority for the prohibition I have shown 


that God hunself has decided the point, that 


duce then 


many kindred ones ofa very mis-'| they were once proper subjects ot his hing- 


leading and even dangerous tenden-|! 
cy. The evangelical dispensation|| 


is every where in the new Testa-|| 
ment, represented to be the consam- are now to.be shut out of that ki 


mation of the Old, to which its pre- 
mises, and types, looked forward,), 
for their more abundant confirma- 
tion, and fulfilment—but both are 
uniformly treated,as of the same es- || 
sential natu. The Christian 
church is only a continuation of the, 
Jewish, under better privileges, and 
a more improved dispensation. The 
promises of both, are substantially, 
the same; the terms of admission, 
and the nature of the obligations in 
both, the same; both require spi- 
ritual worship; both an application 
vy different methods, of the same 
atonement, and enjoin access to 


God, through the same Mediator. 


The initiatory rite of the first was}, 


circumcision, of the last baptism,— 
both sealing the saine gracious co- 
venant, and imposing the same spi- 
ritual obligations. 

‘« What say the scriptures on this subject’ 
Was it not ‘a token of the covenant betweea 
God and Abraham, to be a God unto him and 
to his seed 2? Was it not ‘a sign of the cir- 
cumcision of the heart and spirit?’ Was it 
not ‘a seal of the righteousness of faith?’ 
Were not peculiar spiritual privileges as3o- 
ciated with it? Were not the oracles of God 


committed to those who were circumcised ,| 
‘and was not Jesus Christ a minister of the) 


circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm 
the promises made untothe fathers” Nay, 


did it not lay all that were circumcised under) 
peculiar obligations ?-obligations of a nature, 
as much beyond the power of infants to ful- 


dom, though the ordinance ich acrmitted 


|| the m, was attended with clbllen rtions as fac 
beyond the power of children to tulfil, as any 
)Which are attached to baptism, and if they 
gdow, it 


re maing with our to aon the 


pp. 38, 3Y. 


oppoacals 
cause.’ 
| On the important doctrine of the 
essential identity of the Jewish and 
{Christian church. we would | gladly 
copy our author’s conclusive re: 
fsoning, at length, Bat our li- 
mits forbid. We cannot withhold 
the following paragraph : 


“That the church, which existed among 
the Jews, was to be perpetuated among Chris- 
jtians, is fairly to be inferred from the decla- 
jration of our Lord to the Jews, that ‘the 
‘kingdom of God should be taken frem them, 
and given toa nation bringing forth the 
fruits thereof.” Matt. xxi. 44. That the 
‘kingdom of God,’ means tbe church, which 
had hitherto existed among the Jews, will be 
adinitted by all; that this church was to be 
taken from them, and given to others, is 
equally self-evident. Let it, then be obser 

ived, that this was a mere transfer;—a ta 

King from one and giving to another, the very 
same thing. The Jews lost what the Gen 

tiles gained, but no change took place inthe 
thing transterred ; this continued unaltered ; 
nothing was added te it, nothing was taken 
from it; if, therefore, the church, whilst it 
existed among the Jews, consisted of infants 
and adults, the same church, when transfer- 
re.t to the Gentiles, consisted also of infants 
and adults; and as there can be no members 
of a Christian church without baptism, it in 

evitably follows that children must be bap 
\jtized,” pp. 40, 41. 


Our author is now entered upon 
a field of argument, which, after all, 
must furnish the pedo-baptist with 
(his most substantial reasons for as- 
‘isociating with himself, in the privi 
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leges of the Christian covenant, his| 
The church ofj,veqrs, in the use of many of the 


infant offspring. 
God had its first’ visible origin in} 
the covenant transactions with A- 
brabam. From this source. like a 
fertilizing river, has it pursued its 
silent course, expanding in its pro-| 
gress, by the accession of a thou-' 
sand tributary streams, until it o- 
pened upon a brighter dispensation, | 


id ~ - 
on infant baptism, atc 
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llowed to continue, for a course of 


Jewish ceremonies in which they 
had been educated. The circum- 
cision of their children was one of 
these. The design of this rite was 
well understood by them to be the 
initiation of their children into the 
family of God, by which thev_ be- 
came entitled to the benefits of the 
covenant of grace. Let it be re- 





atthe appearance of the Son of God. 
Here it meets with no interruption! 
—the channel deepens—the tide of 
blessings accummulates,—-but | it! 
flows on unchanged. Look to the 
commencement of the Christian dis- 
pensation. Do we behold the vio-| 
lent subversion of that order of 
things which had been established 
and confirmed on the immoveable 
basis of the covenant, the promises, 
and the oaths of Jehovah, for so ma- 
ny ages? ‘The shadows which ob- 
scured it were, indeed, dispersed. 
The typical and burdensome rights 
which deformed and weakened it 
were supersededand s' t aside. ‘These 
were mere circumstantials, and a 
change became necessary. But 
where are we informed that its es- 
sential privileges were curtailed ; 





collected that the Apostles for many 
vears, sanctioned the use of this or- 
dinance, in the Christian church. 
But they could not, without mani- 
fest inconsistency, permit the seal of 
the covenant to be affixed to the 
children of believers, according to 
the form of the Jewish church, and 
at the same time withhold that 
which sealed the same covenant in 
the Christian church.” We should 
in this case “have the extraordinary 
anomaly of the Apostles themselves 
admitting this right, and yet refu- 
sine to confirm it.” 

«“ The fact of infant membership being ad- 
mitted, we shall see the propriety of the ex¢ 
jhortation of St. Peter to the Jews, who were 
| pricked in their hearts, and said, Men and 
ibrethren, what shall we do?” He said unto 


them, “* Repent and be baptized every one of 
you; for the promise is unto you, and to your 








that a whole class of individuals,—| children, and to all that are afar off, even as 


aclass always forming a majority 
of its privileged members, were sud- 
denly and universally excluded £ 

While every other feature of Chris- 
tianity furnished occasions of of- 
fence, and hostility, why is this most 
forbidding innovation,—this severe 
and distressing prohibition,—gilent- 
ly acquiesced in, by every class of 
opposers, with perfect apathy ? But 
there is another fact recorded in the 
Scriptures which goes far towards a 
complete demonstration of the prac- 
uce ofinfant baptism by the Apestles. 


i|many asthe Lord our Godshallcall.” (Acts, 
| ii 37—89.) As also in his second address to 
‘the Jews on the cure of the laine man, when 
, he says, “ Ye are the children of the prophets 
‘and of the covenaut which God made with 
our fathers, saymg unto Abraham, In thy 
sced shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed.” (Acts, tii.25.) These passages al- 
lude to promises made long ago to the pa- 
triarchs, and are almost in the very words 
in which they were originally conveyed. 
“When St. Peter calls upon the awaken- 
ed Jews, “to repent, and be baptized, and 
immediately subjoins, as a motive for this 
duty. that “‘the promise is to them and their 
children,” what could they understand less, 
than that, as God had originally made his 
cove ant with Abraham and his seed, and 
had sealed it by sacrificing every male in- 
fant, so. now, God was to ratify and confirm 





The great body of Jewish converts to 
Christianity, amounting ‘to mens 


thousands,’ (we are informed) were: 


| 





‘ws covenant both +o them and to their chil- 
juren, ov thei: submitting to the Christian In- 
stitution of baptism? If, therefore, there be 
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any weight in this reasoning, we have a. \viour declared to be insufficient, and 
rectcommand from Scripture tor the bapti | 


ane Sev’ hadds, ‘for of such is the kinedom of 
Zing of tftants ; and thus we have peers | - a . 
at length, at both these authorities, whien) eaven. 
have been so eagerty demanded of us—-a pres 
cept and an example, for the custom handed) 
down from the days of the Ape atles, to the cheaven itself is constituted 
present, for baptizing intants. PP oF, a ‘lsuch guileless and childlike simp lieity 
66, 57. not the very actoft taking 
Our author well observes, i which he would aethave done, had the ypass- 
) ; ed the age of infancy) putting his hands upon 
« There is something exceedingly IMPO- Tih ean and blessing them, indicate that they 
sing, and an appearance of doworight natte: Har e objects of his tenderest aflection, capa- 
of tact, in the objections brought agaist the lite of his spiritual blessings, and that he in- 
practice of baptizing infants. When so Pe Htended they should alwavs be considered as 
son is asked; What? was not Jesus ¢ hist), onstituting an important part of his flock 


“Does not the Saviour declare, that, so 
tarftrom thos being the case, the kin dom ot 
Ol characters ot 
> Does 


them in his ares, 


himself baptized, after he was crown UP ‘fawg his church?” p. 65. 
Were not the disciples of John also adults, , . 
when baptized? Had not the three thousand, ! From the very silence of the 


who were converted at 5t —— Re pistles, a cogent argument is deri- 
arrived at years of matufity: ere notthe) "| . - 2 “4. . 
eunuch, the jailor, Lydia, and others, aiijved, in proof of the tact, that the 
baptized on the profesgion of their faith “children of believers in the apostol- 
And where is your instance of a single tafant/te awe, had received baptism. While 
baptized ? or, where can you find one werd,} end remiine i a ea 
which can justify such a pract.ce ? When} Xhortations and instructions are al- 
these, and similar questions are puttoa per: forded to all classes ot ¢ Oristians, 
son, who has never seriously turned bis!iyy relation to their minutest duties, 
thoughts to the subject, he is struck with) a lines audition ' 
their apparent conclusiveness, and immedi — eve ry other su yyect, Mot a wort 
ately suspects that he has no solid ground tolts said respecting the momentous 
stand upon.” pp. 59, 60, 'duty of preparing children for this 

But the preceding extracts have! ordinance. Chrildren must then have 
made it most evident that the duty|constituted, as they have ever since 
inust be ascertained by an attentive! done, the hope of the church.—Be- 
survey of the constitution of the/jfore they could be entitled to bap- 
church, and by induction from more!'tism, on the principles of our oppo- 

. “a ¥. i! ; . 

weneral evidence. ‘The very na-jnents, they must have sustained the 


4 
a 


4 
ture of the duty scems to require this|most strict and diligent examination, 
course; and when diligently pur-|by the church. The exhortations 
sued, without prejudice, can hardly|jand instructions of ministers must 
rail to result in entireconviction. Lave been carefully directed to this 


Our Saviour’s command, ‘ suffer 
little children to come unto me, and! 


numerous and important class of 
persons. But not a word occurs in 


forbid them not,’ is considered as'relation to any such duties ; no men- 


insufficient in ttself fully to estab- 
lish the duty of baptizing them; but 
associated with the preceding evi- 
dences, its testimony is of a power- 
fully corroborative nature. ‘The 
objection urged for their exclusion; 
trom the Saviour’s presence and) 
blessing, was the same specious one| 
by which many would exclude theia) 
from baptism ; viz: their incapacity 
to understand, and receive benefit 
from the ordinance. This our Sa-' 
Ty qT a 


Ethene Oe 
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tion, in all the apostolic writings, is 
made of any such class of persons. 
The fact cannotbe doubted, that no 
such class existed. ‘The children of 
believers had already been admitted 
into the visible church, by baptism. 

Nearly all the epistles were, more- 
over, addressed to Christian church- 
es: and children are both recogniz- 
ed as constituting a part of the col- 
lective body, and particularly ad- 
idressed in several instances. ‘To 

39 
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this, add the circumstance of their | 
being said to be ‘in the Lord ?— 
and in contradistinction from the 
children of unbelievers, who are: 
pronounced ‘ unclean,’ these are de-, 
clared to be ‘holy.’ 1 Cor. vii. 14., 

The practice of the christian: 
church during its earliest and pu-| 
rest ages, however destitute of au- 
thority in relation to the doctrines 
of christianity, when unsupported 
by whe testimony of the Seriptures, 
yet, on a subject of this nature, is 
certainly entitled to great weight :-— 
and the more so, when, independent- 
ly of that example, the practice im} 
question appears to be manifestl, 
taught in the Scriptures. In rela- 
tion to the primitive church, it is 
here shown that any record of the 
baptism of adults, contained in it- 
history, is no argument against the 
fact of the children of believers ba- 
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it. Sodaring an innovation would 
have produce} volumes of contro- 
versial writings. Witness the con- 
sequences of the first attempt to ex- 
clude infants fiom baptism in the 
sixteenth century. The volumes of 
disputation to which it gave rise, 
will perpetuate the history and pre- 
serve the date of that event, to the 
end of the world. But no similar 
monument of innovation, on the o- 
ther hand, in any preceding age of 
the church, exists: and this, while 
the history even of the slightest cor- 
rupuons in the doctrine and prac- 
tice of the church, is to be found in 
its Copious records, 

Our author adduces from the wri- 
tings of the two first centuries, a suf- 
ficient number of authorities fully 
to substantiate the general facts that 
infants were admitted to baptism, 
and that their right to the privilege 





ving been universally baptized, 
while itis probable that those adults 
were converted heathens. Thesame, 
under similar circumstances, would 
be the practice of our own church. 
lience, were ten thousand instances 
of the baptisin of such adult persons, 
in the primitive charch, on record, 
they would not aflect the proots in 
favour of infant baptism. Whereas, 
a single example of the baptism of 
infants, would go far to establish 
the fact that the practice was gene- 
ral. An incidental mention is all 
we can reasonably expect to find of 
a practice universally admitted with- 
out question, and in daily use. Wit- 
ness the morning and evening ablu- 
tions of the Jews, continued through- 
out the whole pericd of their nation- 
al existence, but not even alluded te 
by the inspired historians, in whole 
ages of their history, Had the pro- 
priety of infant baptism ever been 
questioned in the early church, we 


Was not, at that time, a question in 
the chureh. The concluding testi- 


‘mony derived from this source, is 


of a most convincing nature. 


“ After these direct evidences of the fact, 
for which we are contending, it might seem 
unnecessary to adduce any further authori- 
ties, particularly as we have seen that a sin- 
gle and aliowed instance would Le sufficient 
to establish our pesition, if no direct evidence 
can be brought against it. bat I carmot dis- 
miss this topic, without giving youthe solema 
decision o1 sixty-six bishops, who were con- 
vened for the very purpose of deliberating 
upon a scruple, which had arisen in the mind 
of ene individual on the score of baptizing in- 
fants. It appears, that about a hundred and 
fifty years after the times of the Apostles, 
one Fipvs, an African bishop, had some 
doubts whether children ovughtto be baptized 
before the eighth day, in order that the Chris- 
ian ordinance might more correctly corres- 
pond with thatof Abraham about circumci- 
sion. Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, there- 
tore, held a convecation of bishops, for the 
purpose of settling this question. At this 
synod, sixty-six bishops assembled, and they 
‘ame to an unanimous conclusion, that chil- 
dren were eligible to Laptism, from the first 
day of their birth, Now it should be noti- 
ced, on this decisive historical fact, that 





there was no controversy at all, whether in- 





should have heard much more about 


fants should ke beptized: this was agreed ow 
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all hands ; if was simply , whether the rapes, 
should be performed eat lier than the eighth! 
day, and this question was determined against! 


the objector pp 85, 86. 


The different forms adopted for 


the applic ation of water in this or- 
dinance, can hardly be cone ieved of! 
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were subsequently used at an early 
period of the church). Certainly, 
that which is note xpressly t ght, 
and which we are utterly unable to 
learn, cannot essentially concern 
‘either our faith, or our practice, 


sufficient importance to justify al| This conclusion, after all the at- 


distinct consideration, had not very 
undue stress been rece ntl y laid, by| 
some denominations, on their own! 
particular modes. It is well known 
that our chureh recognises | 
lidity of baptism, whether adminis- |) 
tered by immersion, 


sprinkling. Our author contents| ‘the ordinauce. 


himself by a simple vindication of) 
the latitude conceded by the church, | 
on this subject. ‘The length of this) 
article forbids more than a state-| 
ment of the general grounds on 
which the vindication is rested. It 
is satisfactorily proved that no me- 
thod of baptism is exactly prescri-| 
bed in the scriptures: nor can it 
be proved, except presumptively, | 
that any mode now practised, was, 
observed in any given instance re- 
corded in the sacred volume. The) 
signification of the Greek term em- 
ployed to express this sacrament, is||t 
demonstrably too vague to throw) 
any certain lighton the question. It) 
admits of being accommodated, 

with equal facility, , to either method. | 
{t is likewise satisfactorily shown, 
that the figurative allusions to this 
rite, to which the mode of applying! 
water is sometimes thought to have’ 
furnished the occasion, admit a con-| 
struction, as favourable at least, to’ 
sprink ling, and pouring, as to im-| 
mersion. . A comparison of the dif-| 


ferent references to this ceremony, 
in the sacred writings, greatly fa- 
vours the conclusion, that a diver- 
sity of practices prevailed even in 
the apostolic age—and the most au- 
thentic sources of information leave 


i} 
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gromapts ever made to ascertain the 
yrimitive mode of baptism, must at 
Hast be adopted in relation to this 
“subject. The know oi of it is ir- 
recoverably lost to the church : and 
we must rest satisfied with what is 


atl usion, or] ‘clearly reve ‘aled to be essen il to 


Aud all this is cer- 

tainly retained in the conscientious 
aud decent use of either of those 
modes authorized in the Epise opal 
‘church. A very strong argument 


‘in corroboration of this view of 
|baptism, is derived from the great 


inconvenience, and often the utter 
impracticability of baptizing by im- 
mersion. Often too, must instant, 
or certain death, follow it, in the 
case of the sick and infirm,—of per- 
sons Whom our Saviour has express- 
ly entitled to the privilege, accor- 
ding to the sentiments of our Bap- 
tist friends themselves. But should 
the preponderance of evidence in 
the scriptures appear to favour im- 
mersion, the church freely concedes 

to her members the privilege of u- 
sing that mode. Nor can they, with 
that charity and modesty, which be- 

comes them, refuse the same privi- 
lege to such of their brethren as 
jconscientwusly difler in judgment 
from them, ona point which the 
Scriptures have not seen fit, conclu- 
sively to settle. On this charitable 
ground all may amicably meet, and 
each enjoy the full and perfect eX- 
ercise of his own choice, and what 
is of incalcnlably greater moment, 

preserve inviolable the unity of the 
gospel. 


no douvt but that different modes i 


~— ane — ee 


NO et ee 


(an 
a A SIRE f 


anew 


mse eet 
oe oe 


























308 


May, 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


ie. 


London publications to February, | 
inclusive, of the present vear, are’ 
received at this office. A great 
variety of interesting information 
from different and distant stations 
occupied by the agents of nume- 
rous christian imstitutions, en- 
riches their pages. The most 
connected view of Missionary 
operations throughout the world, 
is given in the Lundon Mission- 
ary Register, of which the num- 
ber for January has arrived in 
this country. As it is our inten- 
tion to increase the proportion of 
our pages hiiherto devoted to 
Religions Intelligence, we shall 
epitomise the details given in this 


work, preserving the order of) 


survey which is there followed.— 
The View commences with the 
different stations in 


TUestern Africa. 

The testimony collected from va- 
rious sources relative to the contin- 
ued prevalence of the slave-trade, 
fully establishes the fact that no di- 
minution of the extent of this prac- 
tice has been effected during the last 
two years: and that from the ob- 
stacles which lie in the way of its 
successful prosecution, it is charac- 
terised with a degree of atrocity 
which has never so generally mark- 
ed it at any former period. The 
vigilance and zeal of the officers of 
the English government resident at 
the different stations, on this coast, 
have almost entirely suppressed the 
traffic in the neighbourhood of the 


settlements. Of the Missionary So-! 


cieties in England, that ofthe Church 
has been principally active in pro- 
moting the religious instruction of 
the natives, and settlers, at these 


Sevrcar,—At the mouth of the 
river of this name, is the Isle of St. 
Louis, now in possession of the 
French, on which M. Dard, from the 
Society at Paris, for promoting the 
svstem of mutual instruction, has 
for several years superintended a 
school of 200 native children: 130 
are now become capable of carrying 
into theinterior the knowledge which 
they have acquired. A school has 
been established at Goree also, and 
‘a master sent from Paris. 








Batnurrst, is a settlement on the Island 
of St. Mary, at the mouth of the Gambia, 
between lat. 13° and 14° N —-Inhabitants, 
1,000; from different countries in the inte- 
rior, and rapidly increasing. 


Capt. Grant, a military gentle- 
man, fulfilled by bis pious and active 
zeal, the duties of school-master to 
the children of the natives, and 
chaplain to the station, before the 
appointment of the Rev. Robert 
Hughes to that service by the Church 
‘Missionary Society. The Wesleyan 
Missionary Society have likewise 
despatched two missionaries to this 
settlement. 





Sierra Leone.—Thiscolony has 
increased considerably in popula- 
tion, since the last returns. The 
last year’s increase was nearly 3,000, 
making a total of 12,509, exclusive 
of the military. This increase is 
almost wholly composed of liberated 
Negroes. Five new parishes have 
been added to the nine existing at 
the beginning of the year: viz. those 
of St. Michael, St. Thomas, St. An- 
drew, St. Henry, and St. Ann. 
_ Within these parishes, are the 
new settlements of Waterloo, Has- 
tings, Wellington, and York. The 
number of baptisms within the colo- 
iny from Jan. Ist, 1819, to July 6th, 








ftations. 


fotlast year, is 1261, of adults and 
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infants. Sir George Collier, Naval 
Commander on this station writes: 


« Roads are cut ia every direction, useful 
for communication ; many towns and villages 
are built: and others, as the Biack Popule- 
tion increases, are building : more improve- 
ment, under all circumstances of climate and 
the infancy of the Colony, ts scarcely to be 


supposed [ visited all the Black Towns and 
Villages, attended the Public Schools and 


other establishments; and! never witnessed, 
jn any population, more contentment and 
happiness.” 

The effects of the climate are less 
severely felt by Europeans some 
vears resident in the country, than 
at first. Gov. McCarthy writes, 
July 18, 1820 :— 

‘* The malicious representations so widely 
circulated at home, doa great deal of mischiet 
here, They represent the climate as much 
worse than it actually is; and as soon as av 
individual is sick, from the foreboding which 
he brought us, he gives himself up for dead 
None but persons, who, by a long residence 
in tropical climates, have acquired some ex- 
perience, can know the dangerous conse- 
guence of such depression of mind.” 


The influence of religion appears 
to be diffused not only among the 
settlers, [see the statement in the 
last number of the Repertory, p. 250 | 
but throughout the neighbouring 
countries. 


“« A Chief in the Sherbro, it is stated, has 
introduced the observation of the Sabbath 
among his people; and uses a part of the 
Liturgy, which he has translated into Bul- 
Jum: and Mr. Randle writes, from Kent, that 
many Villages in the Sherbro Country ob- 
serve the Lord’s Day, and are waiting fo: 
lastructors.” 


Frer-Town, the principal town in the co- 
lony, contains 4785 inhabitants. 

A flourishing school consisting of 
575 native adults and children, is 
conducted by two English teachers, 
and two native assistants. Mr. 
Brown, of the Methodist connexion, 
says of their moral and religious 
character :— 


“ They are very conscientious. Some of 
my happiest moments are spent in conver- 
sing with them. They have rreat love for 
the sculs of their countrymen, and many 
have been brought in by their atfectionate 
entreatics. In this, however, they have to 
bear many insults. One woman ead, “ Oh, 
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‘Massa, my country-woman flog me too much, 
because I tell her ‘ Oh, my Country woman, 
you must leave these bad things, and go and 
hear God Word, or eles, by and by, yougeo 
de bad place’ Their atlection is very great 
indeed I think I may say of some of them, 
as St. Paul said, ‘ They would pluck out their 
eyes to do me service 


Kissry-Town.—Inhabitants 1033. 
The Church Missionary Society 
here support an European Minister, 
and School Mistress, and a Native 
Usher. At morning aml evening 


family prayers, 200 attend. Mr. 
| Nylander, the Missionary, continues 
his labours amidst various diflicul- 


ties, although he sees but litde fruit 
of his labours at Kissey. ‘The school 
‘contains 150 scholars. 





WATERLOO, A Very recent settlement, Con- 
jtains 363 inhabitants. 


| Mr. Wilhelm has been acting as 
Minister, and Mrs. Wilhelm as 
School-Mistress, since the origin of 
the settlement; which was tormed 
chiefly of disbanded native soldiers 
and their families, sixteen of whom 
have already received baptism, and 
86 under education. 





Hastines, is inhabited by 195 liberated 
Negroes. 


European labourers are Mr. and 
Mrs. Lisk, whose services have been 
interrupted by bad health. The 
school contains 57 adults and chil- 
fren. a 


Kent. Inhabitants are 296. Mr. Randle, 
Superintendant ;—Mrs. Randle, School-Mis- 
(ress. 


This settlement is on Cape Shil- 
ling, and nearest to the proposed 
American establishment at Sherbro, 
with which country an easy com- 
munication is had. ‘There are se- 
veral native villages in its vicinity. 
For the accommodation of the 
school, and for public worship, a 
large building, 72 by 48 feet in di- 
mensions, was erecting, and 92 were 
already under instruction, and some 








of the people regularly attend on 
public worship. 
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“In the beginning of September,” Mr. 
Randle writes, “ we established a Missionary 
Society, though not without some opposition 
Ove man stated that bis country people had 
sold him for a slave; and, therefore, he had 
no wish to do them any good, who had doene}} 
him somuch injury. Towever, alter a suiita- 
ble admonition he became a Subscriber to 
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pean and Native Assistant Instrue- 
tors. Awork of divine grace has 
been remarkably manifested here 
among the liberated Necroes. The 
Cruristian Instirurion, an excel- 
lent seminary of religious and hu- 





the Funds. The subscriptions amounted to 
I4y. 24d, and Tam in great hopes that this} 
| 


man learning, for the colony, bas 
lately been removed from Leicester 


will be increased at the next Meeting.” Si 
—— Mountain, to this town. It con- 
Cruannorre. Inhabitants 268. Mr. Tay- tinues the education of such youths 


lor, School-Master, Mrs. Taylor, School- 
Mistress. 

The settlers were found greatly 
depraved. About 260 now frequent 
public worship, which is held thrice 
on Sundays. Merning and evening 
prayer is attended. ‘I here were i 
July 106 scholars. A Missionary 
Association formed here of natives, 
produced in the first haif year, 4/.6s. 
5 1-2d. A Missionary writes: 





‘as have received the rudiments of 
instruction at the minor schools, 
‘Several of the pupils intended for in- 
Istructors, receive a separate course 
‘of instruction, and mahe good pro- 
gress. George Paul, one of these 
youths, lately deceased. Some of 
his last words were, “ Lam happy 
that IT am sick, and going to die, 
Jesus Christ has saved my soul.” 


+ me 





“ Mr. Taylor is made very asefal. I am 
quite delighted wih the improvement at 
Charlotte ‘lown.--It is wonderful and stri- 
king to the utmost; so thateven the Captar- 
ed Negro observes, and cannot help seeing 
it—that what the whip and the jail cannot 
effect, the christian Keligion can,” 





Troroip. The settlement was formed in 
18i8 Mr. Renner, Minister; Mrs. Renner, 
Sclcol-Mistress; and three Native Assist- 
ants. Inhabitants 459. 

‘Lhe Scriptures are expounded to 
the people morning and evening, 
and four times on Sunday. ‘Two 
weekly prayer meetings have been 
particularly blessed tomany. There 
are 36 Communicants. The state 
of religion is here prosperous, A 
Missiouary Association likewise ex- 
ists here. 





Ircent’s-Town, has a population ef 1218. 
ft is well built and in a most 
flourishing and improved state. ft 
has a stone Church, Government 
Hoase, and Parsonage House, be- 
sides a Hospital, School Houses, 
and Store Houses. Several of the 
dwellings of the natives are built of 
stone, and a daily market is held. 
W. A. B. Johnson is the Minister, 


Groverster. Inhabitants563 Mr. Du- 
iting and wife, Minister and School-Mistress. 
A school in this settlement con- 
tains 258 adults and children: and 
a Missionary Association has 109 
imembers. ‘There are also, a Society 
for the relief of the poor, and not a 
few contribntors to the Sierra Leone 
Bible Society. The Communicants 
‘are 36. 
Wirrenrorcr, three years old, contains 


409 settlers ; 85 scholars; and has a_ stone 
church and school house in preparation. 


About 20 adults have been bap- 
tized. 
South Africa. 


This portion of the survey opens 
with a general account of the colony 
of the Cape of Good-Hope, consi- 
‘dered as a point of support to the 
exertions of Missionary Societies 
among the heathen. Originally co- 
lonised by the Dutch, after having 
been several times in the occupancy 
of both powers, it was finally con- 
firmed to the English by the Con- 
zress of Vienna, in 1814. The 
lepeih of the colony from east to 











with whom are associated six Euro- 


west, is about 580 miles: and from 
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north to south, 300. Before the!|have ascertained that the population 
late accession of British setilers at jof the interior increases with the 
Algoa Bay, the colony contained | distance from the colony. This 
about 60,000 persons, of whom Christian traveller, in bis last tour, 
22,000 were whites, the rest natives. |! performed during 1819-20, has dis- 

‘ The native population consists) covered a town of 5,000 inhabit- 
of five classes—the Colonial Hoiten-|| uits,—-oue of from 12 to 15,000, 
tots, who are held in servitude in| i another to which the natives 
the Colony; the /Vamaqua Hotten-| give the name of Kurreechane, and 
tots, who habit the north-w estern|! which limited Mr. Campbell’s jour- 
corner of the colony, and spread iney northward, containing no less 
beyond it, north of the Orange) than 16,000.—It is a very happy 
River, on the coast of the Adantic ;/\circumstance, that the Lieut. Go- 
and the Bosjesmans, or Wild Hot-| v: rnor of the Colony is the decided 
tentots, who occupy the western and |! patron of those pious exertions both 


central parts of the northern bound-} in Africa, and at home, which are 


ary of the Colony, and extend far 
beyond it. Of the Caffre Race, 
there are the proper Caffres, who!) 
live east of the Colony, beyond the 
Great Fish River: and the Boot- 
suannas, who extend far into the 
interior, north of the Hottentots.” 

The Colonial, Namagua, and! 
Bosjesman Hottentots, are obviously | 
of the same original race, and pos. | 
sess the same personal characteris 
tics. But the Bosjesmans possess 
an incredible degree of intellectuss 
vigour, and mechanical skill, which 
render them decidedly superior 
the other Hottentots. | 

The Caffres are a fine race of 
people, diflering wholly from the | 
Hottentots, and without any thing) 
of the negro, in features, or in per-) 
son. 

The Bootsuannas are of the same! 
race as the Catires, but surpass theu:| 
in civilization and the arts of life. 

The Rey. John Campbell, in the); 
service of the London Missionary, 
Society, has, since 1813, performed 
two exploratory tours to the north, 
and east of the colony, in which he. 
has penetrated several hundred miles! 
farther than any European traveller 
had ever done before him, in the’ 
same direction, His observations 














directed to the civilization of the 
heathen on evangelical pring iples. 
In following the survey throughout 
this extended field, a very abridged 
form must be given to the account 
from which we transcribe. 

The native population of Cape- 
own is 10,713,—7,462 of whorn 
are slaves. Hence it is regarded as 
forming a Missionary station; where, 

Soev y fur the propagation of 
he Gospe in Foreign parts, and the 
HVesleyan Methodist Socrety, have 
ach a Missionary ; with whom the 
Supermtendant of Missions im that 
quarter, appointed by the London 
‘fissionary Society, at present unites 
ustabours. Particular instruction 
in religion, is afforded to a large 
umber of the slaves. An Auxilia- 
ry Misstonary Society has fer some 
years, existed at the Cape. : 

Kleven Missionary stations are 


Ispecified within the bounds of the 


Colony, at diilcrent distances frou 
the Cape. Stellenbosch, the nearest, 
is 26 miles: Bethelsdorp, the most 
distant, is 560 miles. ‘Uhe London 
Missionary Society occupies seven 
stations, and employs ten or twelve 
Missionaries, besides their wives, and 
several native assistants. The fruit 


resulting from the labours of these 
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self-denying men has already been| 
abundant, and promises a sure and) 
steady increase. ‘The improvement, 
of the natives in their condition,| 
and intellectual character, has kept 
pace with their progress in chris-/ 
tianity. Many of the slaves be-| 
longing to the white colonists show, 
unequivocal marks of deep piety :) 
and a good number of the Com-| 
municants at every station, adorn 
the profession of the gospel, in their 
lives. A gratifying proportion of 
all the established Congregations 
are Communicants: and a know- 
ledge of letters (we believe uniform- 
ly in the Dutch language) has been 
imparted to many, both of the 
children and adults. The Christian 
Hottentots, and in general all who 
reside at the Missionary stations, 
are advanced many degrees in a 
state of civilization. Their food 
and clothing are the production of 
their own industry in the cultivation 
of the soil, and in mechanical occu- 
pations. Few of the stations are 
destitute of achapel, a schoo) house, 
and cottages ‘exhibiting marks of 
comfort, for all the different fami- 
lies. Missionary Associations of 
the natives exist in nearly all the 
settlements. 

The Moravian brethren occupy 
three stations within the same limits. 
At which more than twelve Euro- 
pean labourers are employed. The 
settlement at Gnadenthal was first 
formed as early as’ 1736, and after 
a long interruption, was renewed 
by this indefatigable Society, in 
1792—from which period it has 
never been vacant. Of 1,590 inha- 
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are hardly surpassed by any other 
christian labourers. 

The Wesleyan Missionary Socie- 
ty have furnished to a newly formed 
settlement near Algoa Bay a chris- 
tian labourer, whose attention is in 
part, devoted to the Hottentot and 
Caflre natives of the neighbourhood, 

Of the new stations beyond the 
Colony, the Missionarics of the Lon- 
don Society occupy seven: and the 
Wesleyan Methodists,two. Owing 
to the distance of these stations from 
ithe Cape, regular returns have not 
been received from them all. Ge- 
nerally, the natives are less nu- 
‘merous, less enlightened, indus- 
trious and pious, than within the 
bounds of the Colony. The Mis- 
sionaries at these outposts have sub- 
mitted to privations, and encounter- 
ed difficulties not easily conceived, 
and which nothing short of the faith 
and zeal that animates them, could 
have enabled them to support.— 
‘The vagrant habits, indolence, and 
vices of the natives, render the work 
of instruction very laborious, and 
the chance of benefiting them at an 
early period, precarious. Still God 
has not left the faith of his servants 
without some fruit. Mr. Moffatt, 
from Africaner’s Kraal, in Namaqua 
Land, on a visit to the Cape, thus 
writes to the Society : 


“You have had the honour of sending te 
them the glad tidings of the gospel, which 
has been blessed ia a singular manner to 
many who were formerly buried in degra- 
dation and guilt. I have there seen the lion 
become a lamb, the captive set at liberty, 
and the mourner comforted: yea more—I 
have seen men once the dupes of ignorance 
and vice, falling asleep in Jesus.” 


The Wesleyan Missionaries at 
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bitants, 482 are Communicants ;|\Lete Foniren, and Reve Fon- 


and all are characterized by indus- 
try, and regularity of behaviour, 
and morals. ‘The humility and per- 
severance, and self-denial of the 
brethren, here employed, perhaps 


' 
i 
' 


po, in Little Namaqua Land, 
appear to labour with great cheer- 
fulness, and derive much encourage- 
ment from the desire expressed by 
the natives to hear the word. 
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INDIA. 
ENCOURAGING PROSPECTS IN INDIA. 

A rrovs Geotleman who resided to India 
for several years, and is well acquainted with 
the state of religion there, has lately return- 
ed to England, and reports very tavouralls 
concerning the progress of Christianity ia 
India: he says that every thing is encoura- 
ging, both among the Europeans and Na 
tives. Of the Missionaries of various de- 
nominations he speaks in the highest terms 
of approbation ; that they are truly pious, 
humble, zealous, and laborious; that they 
have by their good conduct procured the 
esteem of the natives, and that they are every 
where treated with respect. The prejudices 
ot the Hindeos, and their attachment to 
cast, are certainly diminished; and many 
of the Brahmins themselves are becoming 
indifferent to their ancient superstitions, in- 
somuch that some, who still rigidly adhere 
to them, are distinguished trom their more 
liberal brethren by the name ot * Ceremony 
Brahmins.” A peculiar circumstance has 
been noticed, which, though trifling in itself 
proves that superstitious notions are giving 
way :-—Formerly a Hindoo could not bear to 
touch a beok bound in leather, because it 
Was a profanation of the hide of his most 
sacred animal; but now many do not scruple 
to geta book so bound, after they have pro-, 
cured it in boards. 

It appears also that many of the Mahome- 
tans have lost much of that confidence which 
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jcounts from India, state that the 
first stone of the building was laid 
near the western gate of the town 
of Malacca, on the 11th of Novem- 
ber, 1818. When the institution 
was frst projected by the Rev, Dr. 
Morrison, Malacca was subject to 
the English Government. It has, 
since the peace, passed into the 
hands of the Dutch; but the college 
will receive every encouragement 
trom that Government. ‘The state- 
ment from which this information 
is derived was drawn up for cireu- 
lation in Hurope and America with 
the view ot obtaining pecuniary 
assistance im carrying forward the 
institution. 


a 


* An order has been lately issued 
by the Emperor of Russia, that all 
‘the Monasteries, Churches, and 
Priests, should be supplied with co- 
pies of the Holy Seriptures. lo 
consequence of which it was deter- 





they used to place in their pretended prophet 
There is an increasing readiness to reac 
and exanune Ue sacred scriptures. Some) 
time ago, a Nair, towhom a European read | 
some chapters of the gospels, which he highty| 
approved, eagerly said, * Are these really 
your Shasters ¢’ and being assured that thes) 
were, he added, Why then did you not let) 
us have them long ago?’ you always haa! 
access to our Shasters ; why did you keep 
back yours :” 
it seems that God had been pleased to over-! 
rule even the horrors of war for beneficial) 
purposes. The great success of the Britis!) 
arms appears deeply to have affected the)! 
minds of the natives, so that some of them 
say, ‘ God is with you. You always conquer 
We must all become Christians.” In Candy, 
itis said that the people formerly placed | 
much confidence in their great god Buppuv,| 
and pretended that he had assured them’ 
Candy should never be taken; but since it! 
has been taken by the British, they Say ,| 
‘ Buddhu has deceived us ; we will not be-; 
lieve him any more !”’ [Lon. Ev. Mag. | 








Anglo- Chinese College at Malac- 
ca.— he outlines of this institution 
were given In the last volume of the 


‘inined to Stereotypes the New ‘les- 


tamnent in Slavonian, and Modern 


Russ.” [ Lon. Ev. Mag. 


A commnittee consisting of influ- 
ential individuals buth of the Pro- 
testant and Catholic Communions, 
has been formed in France, whose 
object is to devise and patronise 
such measures as are most likely to 
guarantee the continuance of peace 
on Christian principles. An asso- 
ciation has been proposed, embra- 
cing several collateral objects, to be 
denominated ** La Societe des amis 
de la morale Chretienne et de la 
Puix.” Among the benevolent pur- 


| poses of this Society are mentioned 


the publication of a Monthly Jour- 
nal, embracing the various objects 
of the Bible and Missionary Socie- 
ties, the Prison-improvement Socie- 








Repertory, p. 32. The latest ac-! 
Vol. Il...No. X. 





ties, &c. 
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“ Hayit —A Soci ty has been forme d in ‘cular of the acting Secretaries, dated 


the Republic of Hayti, for the purpose of) 
aiding the free people cf colour in the United 
States, in removing to and settling in that 
island. This society is sanctioned by the 
President, and proposes to raise a subscrip- 
tion for the above purpose, and te correspond 
with the American Colonization, and with 
any other Societies, religious or benevolent, 
which are disnosed to aid the object, and 
provide an asylum for these distressed indi- 


[Ch Lon. Ev. Mag. 





viduals.” 


Spain.—It appears from the pub- 
lic prints that events have recently 
taken place in Spain, which promise 
to be ievbeweblc to the interests of 
true religion. The Inquisition has 
been totally suppressed—the exclu- 
sive privileges of the clergy in re- 
ference to the execution of the laws, 
and liability to public burdens, abo- 
lished—no new convent shall be 
founded, nor any novice in future 
admitted ; while an annual pension 
of 100 ducats shall be given to nuns! 
who renounce their vows—the trial) 
by jury has been established—and 
a system of national education is| 


expected to be seon adopted, 
[Lon. Evan. Mag. 








Religious Tract Society ef Great) 
Britain. —From the character of| 
the Tracts issued by this Socie- 
ty during the 21 years of its ex-| 
istence, and the incredible number! 
of copies dispersed not only through- 
out Great Britain and Ireland, but 
in almost every language and coun- 
try in Europe, and in many parts 
of the East, little doubt can be en- 
tertained of its distinguished utility. 
The vigour of its operations is stil! 
unimpaired. Nor do we greatly 
regret to find the Managers under a 
necessity of making a tresh appeal 
to the munificence of the public, 
when we consider the probable 
amount of good accomplished by 
means of that very expenditure which 
has exhausted its funds. The fol- 








Jan. 1, 1821: 


“ Within the last year, the almost incredj- 
ble number of more than fire millions and ¢ 
half of these heralds of salvation have rop 


‘fo and fro , and of this number, six hundred 


thousand, which were chiefly intended to 
counteract the awful prniciples and perpj. 


cious consequences of infidelity, were dis- 


tributed within nine weeks. 

« By these unparallelled exertions, the So. 
ciety has become involved in temporary dis- 
ficulties, so that a debt of upwards of three 
thousand pounds, due early inthe current 
year, has been inevitably incurred. Although 
such is the present condition of the Religious 
Tract Societys, the Committee rather rejoice 
ip the extensive benefits which have resulted 
from those eflorts, while they look up to him 
whose is the silver and the gold, and who 
has said, ‘Ye are my witnesses; go, preach 
the Gospel to every creature—treely ye have 
received, freely give ;’ with the cheering 
hope, that no sooner shall this statement be 
brought in contact with the sacred feelings 
and holy principles of all real christians, 
than one generous and general exclamation 
shall be maae,—‘‘Go forward—and we wil! 
extricate you from your difficulties, and re- 
plenish your treasury.” 

—<— 

Another remnant of the ancient 
Christian church is reported to have 
been lately discovered in the interior 

. . la hs . . 
of Persia. ‘This community is of 
Jewish origin, situated in Mesopo- 
tamia, and consists of about ten 
thousand persons. They have in 








lowing paragraphs are from a cir-| 


common use a part of the Scriptures, 
admit only two sacraments, retain 
the Episcopal form of Ecclesiastical 
Government, hold the doctrine of 
the ‘Trinity in unity, the supreme 
divinity of Jesus Christ, and have 
no connexion with either the Greek 
or Roman church. They are called 
by the Mahometans Nazarenes, but 
style themselves Beni Israel; and 
still retain evident traces of the He- 
brew language. The occupation of 
the men is agriculture, and they have 
a well cultivated and productive 
territory—but sufler much from the 
hostility of their Turkish neigh- 
bours.—It is greatly to be hoped 
that the circumstances of this 
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people will soon be better ascertain- 
ed. and their hands strengthened by 
the opening of a christian ioter- 
course between them and their Eu- 


ropean brethren. 
————— 
Account of aJourney by Mr. Thompson from 
Delhi to Loodiana 
(Continued from p. 285.) 

Summarxa; about sirty miles from Dethi 

A few miles from Soonput we saw about 
fifty deer crossing the plaims, shortly after- 
vards we entered a jungle (not very thick) 
of Dhak trees, the leaves of which serve the 
Llinddos instead of Queen's-ware, china, and 
plate. Cae 

At Nerila we entered the Huriana district 
This province is not peculiar either for its 
iwhabitants, its language, or its productions, 

tthe excepted, which perhaps owe their su- 
periority to the rich and abundant pafiu 
rage. 

The inhabitants are Hindoos and Moosul 
mans, with Jat zumeendars; indeed most, 
if not all the husbandmen are Jats, and some 
of them Moosulmans; who, however, are 
scarcely recognized by the more pharisaical 
sert, for solemuizing their marriages by 
brahmans, and for other compliances with 
Hindoo rites and ceremonies 

The Hindoos are the labouring and the 
most useful partot the population, and use 
the Kythee and Nagree characters; their 
languace is plain Hindee. The Moosulmans 
possess lands, and excepting the poorer sort, 
are not ingenious and industrious like thei 
Hindoo neighbours. Their reading is confi- 
ned to the Koran in Arabic, and idle and 
loose romances in Persian; aud their Jan- 
guage is the Hindoosthanee, with a great 
mixture of Persian and Arabic ; but this inay 
probably be affected upon occasions, for they 
understand the most unalloyed Hindee of 
the villagers. 

The whole of this day has been very rainy, 
and we had to travel during a heavy shower. 
Shortly after the rain ceased we reached the 
little village of Sumhalka, where the super- 
intendant of police came to pay his respects, 
and receive orders for accommodations, ne- 
cessaries, ke. 


Pasipur ; nearly eighty miles from Delhi. 


After passing about fourteen miles of 
jungle and waste lands, without seeing a sin- 
gle village on the road, we came to Paniput, 
a very large and ancient city, partly in ruins, 
but very populous, it has not, as far as I 
could see, one straw or tiled hut, but all the 
buildings are of brick, and the streets paved 
with the same. 

When I had presented the two principal 
pundits with Sungskrita scriptures, and Hin- 
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Persian, they sent such a rumour abroad, 
that roultatudes of allranks and casts flocked 
to my lodging, and fir ding me disposed to 
give books, importuned me to cive by huw 
dreds, but this could pot do on account of 
my scanty stock IT head not the most dis 

tant idea of the iuterior of the country being 
iso full of lettered men, and so desirous of 
dhe scriptures, To make up in some slegres 
‘tor the want of books, I preached three times 

aud obtained the most satisfactory hearing 

(On my concluding, nany Hindoos said, they 
desired to know more of the Saviour, desired 
jto be saved by him, and to possess our scrip 
jtures. F could supply them but partially ; 
ithey crowded about me. When the discourse 
iwas over, although might advanced, the lis- 
ltening multitudes seemed not iu the least de- 
leree tired, but desired to hear more. I con- 
jcluded, by saying, This then is the Saviour, 
pray to him and take refuge in him, your 
nine incarnations having tailed to accom 

plish your salvation, you look for the tenth ; 
lit salvation be what \ou seek, if the pardon of 
sin, sanctification of heart, and hope of heaven 
be your desire, mark the many proots of 
Christ's divinity.” 

(Te be continued. ) 
—— 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 


Abstract of the Keport of the House of Cle. 
rical and Lay Delegates, in General Coun- 
vention, Philadelphia, May, 1520, on the 
state of the Protestant Episeopal Church 
in the United States. 


(Concluded from p, 287 ) 


South Carolina,'it appears, has been 
deeply afilicted since the meeting of 
the last general convention. ‘The 
clergy and laity of that church have 
not only to deplore the loss of their 
late diocesan, the right Rev. Dr, 
Dehon, the recollection of whose 
virtues and talents they love to cher- 
ish in their hearts; but death hath 
also deprived them of the Rev. Dr. 
Percy, late rector of St. Paul’s 
church, Charleston, and of the Rev 

Thomas Frost, late assistant minis- 
ter of St. Philip’s church, Charles- 
ton. The episcopal office, however, 
was not suflered long to remain va- 
cant; but was happily filled by the 
election of the Rev. Dr. Bowen in 
February, 1818, who appears, from 
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their thorough confidence and affec-|| advancement of christianity in South 


tion. 
bishop was likewise instituted in the, 
same year, which is progressing and 
promises to effect the important ob- 
ject it contemplaced. 

The number of clergymen within 


the diocese of South Carolina, has 


evidently increased; and there 1s| 
yet no visible decline of the zeal of, 
either the clergy or laity. Several 
candidates are now preparing for 
the ministry in that diocese, and 
there is a prospect flattering to the 
hopes of the triends of the church, 
that it will in this diocese yet effec- 
tually be restored from the state to 
which it had after the revolutionary 
war, been reduced. At present, it 
appears, there are more of its pa- 
rishes supplied, than at any inter- 
mediate period since the war. 

The protestant episcopal society 
for the advancement of christianity 
in South Carolina, which was in- 
stituted a few years ago and has 
prospered in an unexampled man- 
ner, has done much good. ‘This 
society is by its constitution, strictly 
identified with the church. It de- 
vises and executes liberal things. 
By its funds it has helped to re- 
establish old parishes, which had 
fallen into decay. It actually con- 
tributes to the support of several 
ministers. 

A society has been also formed, 
consisting of young men and others, 
having missions for its object; and 
it has already been instrumental of 
good by the employment of the Rev. 
Mr. Fowler in a quarter of the dio- 
cese, Which had never been visited 
by an episcopal clergyman since the 
revolution. There is a happy pros- 
pect of extending the borders of our 
church farther into the interior by 
the formation, with the help of the 
protestant episcopal society for the 








A fund for the support of the||Carolina, of congregations in one 


or two of the interior districts. 

Sunday schools have been esta- 
blished in several parts of the diocese, 
and have been the occasion of good 
to many, it is hoped, particularly to 
the people of colour. They are, 
however, of too recent a date to 
enable us to say much about then. 
Tracts have also been published and 
distributed by the protestant episco- 
pal society for the advancement of 
christianity in South Carolina, cal- 
culated to excite attention, to in- 
struct the people in practical reli- 
gion, and to attach them to the 
doctrine, discipline and liturgy of 
the church. Among those tracts is 
a catechism, edited under the au- 
thority and direction of the bishop 
and his clergy, which is explanatory 
of the one in the book of Common 
Prayer. The people of colour are 
beginning to be instructed in those 
doctrines and principles of the chris- 
tian religion, which will tend to 
promote their comfort and well- 
being here, and their everlasting 
‘happiness hereafter, with a prospect 
lof success conducive to their im- 
provement and amelioration. 

On the whole, the condition of 
the chureh in South Carolina is fa- 
vourable. ‘The bishop has visited, 
since his entering on the duties of 
the diocese, almost every parish 
within it. Confirmation is regular- 
ly administered. ‘The rubrics and 
‘canons are conscientiously observ- 
‘ed. Both clergy and laity evince 
a resolution to adhere to the order 
of the church, and to oppose all in- 
ovation, 
| Ohio.—By a letter from the right 
Rev. the bishop of this diocese, ad- 
dressed to the house of bishops in 
pthis convention, and by them trans- 
mitted to the house of clerical and 
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lay deputies, it appears that the said) 


right reverend bishop has admitted 
the Rev. Intrepid Morse, deacon, 
from New York, to the holy order 
of priests, and Mr. Benjamin Birge, 
of Kentucky, to that of deacon ; 
and has confirmed, since bis settle- 
ment in his diocesan capacity, two 
hundred and thirty-four persons. 

At Dayton, on the Miami, and in 
several places in the east, and north 
east of the state, new parishes have 
been formed. 


The clergy of the diocese are six, | 





besides the bishop. Philander 
Chase, Jun’r, has been admitted a 
candidate for holy orders. 
<a 
The fourth Annual Report of the American 
Colonization Society 
(Concluded from p. 250.) 

It may be proper here to correct 
what we observe to be a very com- 
mon but mistaken impression—that 
this location of the people at Cam- 
pelar, was the one selected to be 
purchased for their permanent set- 
tlement ; whereas it was only taken 
as a temporary shelter, till they 
could get the laad on the Bagroo, 
which is high and healthy, and 
abounds in good water, and where 
the settlement was intended to be 
located. Both these gentlemen con- 
cur in speaking in very favourable 
terms of Mr. Coker, and of the 
measures he has used for preserving 
the property and people under his 
charge, and we regret that it ap- 
pears from their statements, that so 
many of the people are refractory 
and averse to his authority. No 
further progress had been made in 
the negociations for lands, and from 
some unexpected disappointments, 
we have reason to apprehend that 
that object will not be attained until 
the arrival of another agent, and 
additional means, These gentle- 


men represent the people to be at! 


emer quite healthy, and the situa- 
ition of Yonie, where they left them 


such as to render the recurrenee of 


disease improbable. They had been 
loflered a residence at Cape Shil- 
ling, until the arrival of other agents 
from America, and it is not impro- 
|bable but that Mr. Coker may al- 
ready have availed himself of that 
offer. A particular statement of the 
|| deaths, from the report of Dr. Dix, 
jis inserted in the Appendix. A let- 
ter has been also receiv ed from Capt. 
Wadsworth, of the John Adams, 
iwhich is subjomed in the Appendix. 
This intelligence has been recently 
obtained, and while preparations 
‘were making by Messrs. Winn and 
| Bacon, agents lately appointed by 
| the government, for taking out some 
captured Africans, and the neces- 
‘sary labourers and articles, in exe- 
icution of the act of Congress, of 
March, 1819. 

The board having been permitted 
to send out one of their agents, and 
some articles in the same vessel, Mr. 
Christian Wiltberger, jun. is now 
in Norfolk, and will proceed in the 
Nautilus, with the United States 
agents, trom that port; that vessel 
having been taken up for that pur- 
pose, as was expected at the time of 
the last address. The agent will 
be instructed to make an attempt to 
procure the Jands on the Bagroo, 
and if disappointed there, to make 
immediately some other suitable se- 
lection, with directions also (if it 
shall be found necessary) to fix the 
people temporarily at Cape Shil- 
ling until they can attain and enter 
upon their land. The Board felt 
confirmed, by these communica- 
tions, in their former impressions of 
the practicability of the original de- 
sign of making a safe and prospe- 


| 
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jrous settlement upon that coast of 
Africa. Far more inauspicious cir- 
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cumstances have marked the com-} 


mencement of most new settlements; 
and in our own country, several of 
the most powerful and populous 
states in the Union, were compelled 
to struggle against greater losses 
by disease, and greater and more 
numerous difficulties. It is now 
known to be the intention of our 
government to keep a ship of war 
continually upon the African coast, 
for the suppression of the slave 
trade. The advantages of such an 
arrangement to a lew settlement in 
a strange land, are obvious, and 
cannot fail greatly to contribute to 
the order and comfort, as well as to 
the security of such an establish- 
ment. Upon the suppression of 
theslave trade, a subject nearly con- 
nected with the objects prosecuted 
by this society, the Board of Mana- 
gers are happy to remark, that the 
judicious steps taken by the govern- 
ment, and the determination they 
have avowed of carrying into exe- 
cution, with the utmost zeal and 
diligence, the honourable provi- 
sions of the acts of Congress at the 
two last sessions, have been attend- 
ed by their expected effects. Five) 
slave vessels have been captured 
and sent in; four by the Cyane, and 
one by the Hornet; of which fou 
have already been tried and con: 
demned. We hope soon to be ena- 
bled to give to the public a partieu- 
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intended victims from the lowest 
deep of misery. The successful 
cruise of the Cyane has alarmed the 
fears of those whose cupidity can be 
‘no otherwise restrained; and there 
is reason to believe that many of 
those, who, to the disgrace of our 
country, and in defiance of her 
Jaws, have Jong persevered in this 
trade, are at length compelled to 
yield to the dread of punishment, 
what neither shame nor principle 
could ever make them abandon. 

| Atthe last annual meeting of the 
Society, a committee was appointed 
“to prepare and present a memorial 
to Congress, requesting that they 
would take such further steps, as to 
their wisdom might seem proper, to 
ensure the entire abolition of the 
slave trade.” ‘That memorial was 
laid before Congress, and, with the 
report of the committee on the slave 
trade, and the law of the Jast session 
upon the subject, will be found in 
the Appendix. This law will strike, 
itis hoped and expected, a surer 
and deeper blow upon this inhuman 
trafiick, which was found still to 
evade the sanctions of the preceding 
laws of 1818, and 1819. 


This law 
denounces these offenders against 
the laws of God and man in their 
appropriate character, “ as enemies 
of the human race; makes their 
crime piracy, and their punishment 
death. The passage of this act, the 
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lar account of the vessels, and the 
circumstances under which they 
were captured, with the names of 
the persons interested in them, and 
concerned in their voyages. These 
captures have adorned otir flag with 
a brighter trophy than its most 
splendid achievements have ever 
won. They have brought down 
upon the most cruel oppressors the 
punishment they had long provo- 
ked, and delivered hundreds of their 


avowed desire of the government, 
and the well directed measures they 
are pursuing to enforce its execution, 
have already, it is believed, checked 
in some degree the profligate ardour 
of these adventurers. If other mea- 
sures shall be found necessary effec- 
tually to obtain this great object (as 
from the powerful temptations of 
gain it is to be feared there may.) 
the board indulge the hope, that the 
negotiation now entered upon be- 
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tween our government and that of 


England will issue in the adoption | 


of such a course as shall take away 
from these offenders every remain- 
ing possibility of escape. The Board 
have been gratified by the increa- 
sing expressions ef approbation of 
their fellow citizens, and they ac- 
knowledge with gratitude, the very; 
respectful communications they have 
received from the ministers of Rus-| 
sia, France, and Denmark, in the 
names of their sovereigns, and from| 
members of the government of Eng- 


° ° . . 5 
land, and other distinguished fo-/ 


reieners, and the encouragement 
thus condescendingly bestowed upon! 
the humble efforts of the Society. 
They have also to express their 


thanks to the former and present: 
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i} ANNIVERSARIFS, 


The anniversary celebrations of 
\diferent religious and benevolent 
Societies, which have taken place 
during the present month, in the 
city of New York, have awakened 
ithe same deep interest in the public 
inind, as on former occasions. 

| On the 3d, was held the second 
anniversary meeting of the Epuca- 
fiOoN Society or THe Prespyre- 
leran Cuurcen. A sermon was 
preached, and an address delivered, 
on the occasion. The number of 
‘students aided by this Society is 








itifly-two, 

| On the 7th, was celebrated the 
secoud anniversary of the Misston- 
ary Society or THE Mernopistr 
| Eriscoran Cuurcn. Animated 





Governor of Sierra Leone, tor the | addresses were delivered by different 


interest they have manifested in the! ministers of their connexion, and 


} 


views of this institution, and the aid, large collections made tor the Mis- 


they have kindly proffered to the} 
agents and people at Sherbro. Nor! 
can they conclude without declaring | 
their obligations to the commanders, | 
oflicers, and crews, of the ships Cy- 
ane and John Adams, lately em- 
ployed on the African station. | 


‘They have deserved the thanks of’ 


every triend of humanity, by their 
benevolent exertions to relieve, ad- 


sionary fend. 

| ‘The annual meeting of the Unt- 
rep Foreign Misstonary Sociery, 
was held on the 9th. Devotional 
‘exercises, addresses, and a sermon, 
‘accompanied the ordinary business 
of the occasion. 

| Tne New Yorx Sunvay Scuoor 
'Uniton Society celebrated its 5th 
anniversary on the Sth. ‘The scho- 





vise, and comfort the distressed set- 
tlers at Sherbro, no less than by 
their unremitting vigilance in pro- 
secuting the interesting ebject of, 
their voyage, and have thus earn-| 
ed, with characteristic merit, the re-| 
ward of toil and enterprise, of gene-| 
rosity and kindness. The Board! 
having now taken the best measures 
that their information and judgment’ 
could suggest, trust that they may, 
commit the issue to Him, on whose 
blessing they rely, and who can 
give to the most unworthy instru- 
ments and inconsiderable means, a 
success that shall redound to his 
praise. 





lars, to the number of 2,500, inclu- 
ding one school of 112 black adults, 
assembled at 3 oclock in the park, 
in front of the City Hall, and pro- 


| . . 7 
ceeded, following the officers of the 


Society, to the circus in Broad- 
Way, where appropriate religious 
exercises were engaged in, and a 
moving address delivered, by a cler- 
gyman of the city. 


Tre American Bipiy Society celebrated 
its 6th anniversary on Thursday, the 10th 
inst. The Officers and Managers, and Dele- 
gates from Auxiliary Societies, met at the 
Managers’ Room, ia the New-York lustita- 
tion, at 9 o’clock inthe morning. The busi- 
ness of the meeting commenced by the Pre 
|sident’s address, which was read by the Kev.. 
Dr. Milnor, the Secretary for foreign core 
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respondence. The Treasurer's Report for 
the past year was then read by W. W. Woo! 
sey, Esq. Treasurer, by which it appeared 
that the receipts of the year ending the Ist o: 
May, 1821, were 49,578 dollars and 34 cents. 
and the expenditures were 47,759 dollars 6¢ 
cents. From the Managers’ Report, it ap 
pears that the Society have printed, during 
the past year, 29,000 Bibles, and 24,0) 
Testaments. The whole number circulated 
since its formation, is 231,552. 

The Kentucky Society have printed 2,000 
copies of the Scriptures from the plates sent 
them by this Society; and such is the demand, 
in the western parts of our country, that they 
are printing a second edition. Spanish Tes- 
taments have been sent to Buenos Ayres, and 
a”’new field has recently opened for the distri- 
bution of the Scripturesin the same language, 
in other parts of South America, and in | 
siana. The Society have obtained the sanc- 
tion and aid of the Secretary of the Navy in 
distributing the Scriptures through the U. S. 
Navy.—Thirty Auxiliary Societies have been 
added during the past year; making the! 
whole number of Auxiliary Societies attached! 
to the Parent Institution, 239. 

On ofering and seconding the several re-| 
solutions, each of the following gentlemen| 
addressed the meeting: viz. Reverend Dr. 
Stavenron,of the Baptist Church, Philadel- 
phia, Jonn Griscom, of the Seciety of, 
Friends, N.Y. Rev. Mr. Trvarr, of the Pres- 
byterian Cnurch, Cherry Valley, N.Y. Rev. | 
Mr. Banas, of the Methodist Church, N. Y.| 
Hon. Joun T. Invine, N. Y. Rev. Dr. Morse, 
New-Haven, Conn. Rev. J.M. Matrurws, 








of the Reformed Dutch Church, N. Y. and’! 


the Rev. Joux SomMERFIELD, of London. | 


I 


Meeting of the Convention of the 
Diocese of Virginia.—The annual | 
meeting of this body took place on’ 
Thursday, the 17th inst. at Norfolk., 
The same union of feeling, and) 
judgment, inthe measures connected 
with the prosperity of the church, 
which had so signally characterised 
the meetings of this assembly for 
several years past, was displayed on 
the present occasion. The venera- 
ble Bishop of the Diocese and a 
large proportion of the clergy were 
present. A detailed account of the 


doings of the convention must be 
deferred to a future number: but it 
will be interesting to the friends of 
the church to be informed, that vig- 
orous measures were taken to ac- 





iv \ 
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celerate and increase the collections 
for the Bishop’s fund. A proposition 
on this subject is to be submitted to 
the different congregations which it 
is earnestly hoped, may meet with 
genera] approbation and encourage- 
ment. The establishment of a ‘The- 
ological Seminary, to be con- 
nected, for the present, with the an- 
cient foundation of William and 
Mary College, in addition to the 
present facilities for 'Theological 
education afforded by that institu- 
tion, was likewise very unanimously 
resolved upon; and a committee ap- 
pointed to correspond on the subject 
with the ecclesiastical authorities 
of Maryland, and North Carolina, 
inviting them to a co-operation.— 
John Nelson, Esq. of Mecklenburg 
county, was designated as the Agent 
of the Convention for soliciting con- 
tributions for the object. ‘The a- 
mount of the collections, and dona- 
tions, made on this occasion for 
objects connected with the prosperity 
of religion within the limits of the 
Episcopal church, in Virginia, con- 
siderably exceeded the sum obtain- 
ed on any similar occasion, for the 


same purposes. 

An annual subscription was procured a- 
mong the members present, by which the 
Managers of the Seminary were enabled to 
fappoint a Protessor, with a competent salary, 
who will, at once, be associated with the 
Rev. Reuel Keith, before appointed on the 
|part of the College. 

~~ 

The following sums have been received for 
\the use of the Society for Educating Young 
‘Men for the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
Maryland and Virginia :— 

From sundry persons at Petersburg, 

by the hands of the Rev. Mr. Syme, $373-00 
Society of Ladies at saine place, by 

the same person, annual snbscrip- 

















tion, - - - 61 00 
‘Major Churchill Jones, by the Rey. 

Mr. M‘Guire, - - 50 00 
Auxiliary Society of Fredericksburg, 

by the hands of the Rev. Mr. M‘- 
,Guire, - - - 44 34 
‘Sundry persons, - - 135 00 
Female Auxiliary Society at George- 

Town, - : - 115 90 











